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LayhiLaipy wiing .a5)lall GYLall gid héa aaia Laylhi
@bl JLs gl dclw gc afda J-di Y Layd jawll jla
Lavips adtpphall e giigall Liagy al Jla vié lam éajoiall
SLiblg Lilma ag-inll Liyagy &L gi guiclw vl 83-all Jg-hi

cluwill JLé (@3ya well alu)aillg Lulell & asaall jly & 2 o)
J8 g3 a6l G w Lail jo @i gl 3Vl 02 & d
dvigiléll alusall wiis gYI ggyslay a-aily dualw Jg-&i
Liligu J-ala alien w g¥l g2y :alaw @ 1Aig .«dniall
Igiay (ggrwi 14 Alis wll aleaxall JAls h 44 gu g
wLle §)2i Vg Liirel alyliall sy .ainll 81531 a mily)ai
Liuni i gi Lidle jLill Ig-dlhy ji J-a Laga cuull J-a agyall

«Gaiiilh dnlny

>

«laydlly dliaall jSlall wile s EL1A yia 2 qiei yimg
J—u alalwall ji g0 a &l vilc Lhyd isnown alai wy
uull Jg-ngll i V1 (a5 15-20 gy Aglyii Liyg sy-dll 03
@aieall pie alayhll [3hidas abigen wlc sghiy dlin

-Aajeiall djjanllg 4 lall

(@-6aall y dall § 0 diis wll aleasall 03 o Y& w yiley
wlisi Jliall 3oy Lals &)liw clpii Ja Jex 13 ag
JlraY ki d3s dylle dila @yjlna dndya &)liw djls
aligh wlall alhl wll & yle & illo il @ 63 vl Lausln
sl @ a3 i §guu Y ELIAS), 415 well Glal wll L fuig
aléyh 3 2gi ¥ aiy Loy w Jhoil w )i w wle JLall §a
@YY alia gi @YY alpiiie @ 147 6wl .41 wliag da iea
& ity :lanic Jyus il diabld Jg-di «ljis aani g
Lialgi Y yillg daalasi wl g iag Laiin)in da dd &)l w
yilwall gg-&i g-la alhei gl wiis oaag (Jlall ga 1j1is
&)l lpi G ylai Jasi aailaaly gall eLilgl wis dule
Laiyi aila Lasls Lavisba aaibay Y (alaniwll dalln pué
«g-all wile aljliwll od o Jia jSlai GjSwc jalga aagi

alla aljlus sgaw aleasall ad o clwig Jla) alai wvidy ¥
63 _oa aluSya J-Giill gi jLas p ek wle ug Syl 132
Lain, «dig ditalw Jg-i wnchjll jliall Jia (J-aell
Ig—ils (agy—adl) yaagill alilaiay gg—oiaiy vl gls
il Ig-lay wis 6 Ligh dlcbwl jlas ug-S) vl ggj-hey
<y digaa vl &yl 6)liuy 4wl Laia a aviay é hai
iy aliala ely i aalyi gi waubh é)Laj clwill }hai gas
d Ligh aleluwl G811 & 1s p aludll Layle §-ioiy wuila gi
g 153 y1na & 8gy ayll Jg-ngll ¢-Say LilSa Jniw &
Lagjig «diiyaall glmall gc Liadgi Jaal, 6w coagil
gla §yibl JLiall Juw wile .adygyall aylall yia hda
alialall ggyiy guall aa JLalg yiagj diwll yid dj-a

dlilell dllc] wid Lyga &)jlwd — &l yinellg Jaoll yia dall  .» I

34 dyuall éigsall vl &péll §a JLALYIg Jusjill gl
;€9 (J-aeoll yc dlblec Laleng clwill 0da pino 4wy
Lio Séiyaall yid Jedilsla, L p3 & gi wile 8)3Lé
Ld J2dl 15La .2 gl Lidj) jano Lipal)ig Liptilga Lijal
i yisgoi Lis Sellim Lags Liye wsi @ s Saiaall
dlle]g crull alnidl gid amlwi i LiiSayg diagida alala
Jlaclh Lia ag di Liil A1an, «duiig dualw Jg-ai «dpwil
wile alyslé Liil 1jge b Liniay 1a o «L5 aé) oGl @éli
wiill Jlacl .«é_eaiag gjg ala Liilig @acluallg clholl
wuy dagenll 0d o A dlaii Adliig duen clwill Loy agéi
Aalaeil Laaasig diwbwil alauillg wiigl gia pusll g aill
.0)cli Lily La gai wile «clyyansllg oliall wile Jgnall 8)aé
alns @il iyl alaclwall JAdig @ 1a¥l algiwll via

Jramai ljdell wlai g Sl abnll vid agy JS hayiwi
«whij aijiall lille i wl] sg-2i 4§ (slBsll @ Bii wlsll
@ ni «alehll Aoig daih Lipnl gudall Jwei 1yl
cluwill g 103 aani Las Lalai anagyl Lallaci Jgas alaw
dllcl ia Lala 1jga Ly yalwa g d elwill 3§ .Liyydi
L dipall Jla «lia aulc @)loia ga Las .dlilellg ciyll
Alall Lajga Lalg Las «adiling &yl dqliell gc dlggauall
A tilguall dael ALl J)A Jo wjiall alnid)l acs ¢d
diglllg gl g imig wutlall g1 2A3T il jioll clwill QIxi
alaiiall ad o glii .pa¥l glu¥l alaiing dajlig gluaig
sLnidYl g cs yid clwill amlwi 13 Sag Ly disag oia

uljiall
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¥Lagj gthiuy ¥ Laioyhg Liila blaiig g3yl 4 aaa
dama ¢ia wiin aclwig §ay Aai élal ey JS Jedy gi
wia 2 tonill i &1 Y g4l rahig alas Jgdi wncyll
oaa i La wl] ddala] sVl algiwll gia gibgiwall @ic
Litjad yié giray @ipSaell algdll b isa jLiiil ga agyl
ibgiwall @ iel I} ki (JLa ddi vilc .g thdll gic)ywlc
Jitall a udi vl dalal «legjall amn)iig amilelaiclg
g5 A vl giclyall lalwa &onlai Lildiig Liis )
«gthdll @ cl el Jlall g-a pisll g a3« gVl jhnaig

A

clyill (na éacl wag @ iij3 d)g clyyasll wilc clwill
Laiaga g0 g d)g Lallaci Laule yg-a §al yal alyall
wd laiw Y @ iinill wuidlg alaill g o wiéyila gam clpa
Hisi ddmya clwill JLaci coauni ol & agaall jlyé J b

pisig isi adliig
Yl g4l .Lijll g0 aluall 36 gia §j-Syall Lijga Lil gls'"
LaniV Lal - Lanlgas LiiSay Y @i hlio gia g di )Ll e
Gleladiclg aléylaa dlia aalgi éua wilibgiwall J-a éyyyé

2 . . ‘ ‘ 13 £
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Galg will Launl)i ga apaa 13 clwill 03 o Jediw l3La
Jgluwill 13 o SA Lilnl Lavhlail Lawa ciyg Lig «iiiitig Lava
cluwill 03 @ a3 ¥ [} 1iS Landldig celuwill @ alaa o dy
W51 ¥ Las dig i @3 a1 gi 99> §a¥l ddagiGa yugLall
&y2-all Lavia wl wig Loundi ¢ ill & Liaall & 3pasll dLsly
ljiall sl niaYl g cag dpwil d ] ¢ a daclwall wilc
dlwg g o Lanl dr wilh Jaoll ji wvile clmill & oasi
dld gg-Sy Y daayg .guailly a4ill jjeig AUNAT wl
wLa dacluallg oyl givell dadl alylyicl go Laili clwill
éLunll éimla Jaell 33 ay Léyi Lailg «iwnd 6wl dllc)
Lo pghig vileall 0d o Ggii vile Laijadg (Latileag

VgVl JLallg elwill &y wil ) di @103l ag i & dyeg
g JLall Iaal jiliall viieall .o fylg jilaell lillg
alelw J6 guadi gl dlilell alid dalall dalwall ola oil
A & Salin Laiingns « & 1> Sag 1yl v é Laag
a9 h 44 Lailg diingnll d@iwa g c &yanll elwill jalii
dalyy ggigall @i hill wile Jainig gmia o lhi Lis i

By G dléa d1)8 we @ hlia v d Laii gi (pibgiwall g a
clwill sleyi wl yiioy 13 o .4 abla Jg4i «Lalgas Liilc
QY .a138ig ay g ai Gils gal galaill Layga go
U-09 a3 g0 a-ailcliiclg gribgiwall Aléjlaal I} hig
s well alg-all ga dwiill d dleiall 3gudll §pai dma
ora gg-agdy o aa JLayl Jla wliall A kg ;L Jgngll
Laina (Liljlii gi lialwiwl Liil ¢ries Y 13 §-Sl5 .aamall

.G-ahla 2 Agi «Lails aclwally ag-di g-Say

09235 -0 b da g o JLayll i el clwill ga o &)l
L Sinl Layd @ agiaall g Sla¥l gia glehdll g a g c)ll
Jmité) gc Juycig ggall laa go gmaleyiwl wile panoy
wia Lyl aclwi gaiy .aylldillg @lyc¥l jalga §3xigia
Jupi win guhall yic) v gullabi aahni Las eyl

dingnall gladd - AdgiliGa dln .9 I
cluwill $-a 8313l J5 wul] i §i Lil drwily aanall ga gls
will Lavilis gy by wnle gy d e @ dil daiy i d Lallaig
gl @asll JAls ymia aalg JS ga liwly Layd gil 1]
JuLai Lis Lilnig Laililc @ o Layd givyoi vl 4-ajsll
daye gc 8)luc ayloll dhyuy Laislg dyija agull L3)la
Auhng Gagll gudi giag «éiea d.a)es, A33iwi daslg
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V.adgl Jig-b aj3a g5 ol vy iy s ddjay yo i
whily g8l Lain wia wawl) g glaall g 181 gl iisay
J-lll @M B Jay Lais b dé @alpll gug-Lall ajaa gi coyll
g1a ud Qg 15] Liwgd) g-c wlaall g 1ai §i Lavigs guhiwi
Al VS ddlea déye i i grusi i dale «las

J-ad Jg-di «anl

ayaila wile Laviingnag guall wvid cluwill éLilea pnidi Y

A

o-mule gg-tgall Iaa )38 s3a & wll glui go 3g-tigg
Jadlgill gc &gl Jaiwi elwill &ils gadl duagll yia
«1y 3gag gac Jia (agagg dipas Lawl yuitig dgalall
QS gc pyeill yid dgen clwill Ga3g dw)aa gi dalic
o3 jglai J-Adi ailsg «ijall piéy gl grablell jlajallg

algall

G ingna ag3g a3 c ga dale awliy JIgwll wle 13)

Wi a1y guhll 2 yjy Lad dh 44 & tigall gi d-ililell ag1all
L4 (Mihgi wallg ag-inll agag A ALA (Al diala Jalge
Ag-&i aLaj gl J-Say agady eliy gl d1dlya ba oy ddhiall
Ugibgima amdaly Lile- ddiaall 8)1a)lg &jSwell Olg-4ll
Ggy gug ddhiall ¢ia dlilawa alijgay -dlisay Glahio go
JLib gga alysilhl amaladiwl v déla) @iisawll Gleaall
Amilingns aaia alwis layislug §yéll dgy diga dlai
Liig)guy ¢l paiwl Liigy guibgimall gl yeuil, Jailingnsg
dig-a @ 1ai Lik gga aljilh ggassiuyg a ail ligea uyg
wncyi éya Liilsjai a nyig (Livdeiig Liélyi Liigy alalw
Jw&ii win Liidglaa ajaal viis gi dagan cliy Liasi 13] gi
Ul g j18Y Lanaga Ji i @ dpaw @i 2« g
Ig13a Laip daa Las wilaa 993 yvimg Laviy ag-iall aaidy
WJtlll @i yiag élady dLaiil Iglaiclg Jull @niia yia
Lign liea w .8g-& ulull £3é «dmall yid Juaili Lis Lain
bl elai)y wis Jlaa Lil A alg wilyll aidy Lialy

iyl Igléiclg ogilia «amsll Iganial

0aia g cluwill Jla «ilasdoi ig g-dlgll 1am dglund 63D

abgiwa wisl 32gi ¥ auany Jewl alai «Slin &
wile daicl .ella wile dajicl wi adici Lis 4 ingnall
wile daiclg (Jlllg jLanill Jig-b daiiiing gu j)la cla i)l
3-4iY il dlwg Vg & dgll Jig-b guiy 1l & théa w &l yi

dliloll g wll agoi Laaic Lail Y] doalall gSlwa wia
& (gl @a dpiilia a-aaii Lavild (egrwl JS élai pa
(@ailagj diw Laia p 1691 Laviga] @ a 13 alg 1jin &)L
wglaill cLaa) (Juwi dallg dralw Lavilgal didig Lagallg
wdnl gl viiacj ¥y :adla dla aé) g8l d@liwdl odm g o
wlaally vl g ey Jigall ey .aagll d b giglasy

«ag-iall gi ggibgiwall yuily viia @iy iy gaia
Ly jalwa clwi d38) Jio Jalio Qaliggill (il cluwill
dLun b ai wile alhdlaag aljaudig alijaia g meias
JLap g-hlisg ¥g glaall iy (aiina gul g B dlao
dpwYl alyai wile dyiiiall qulilell jisll p nidy Y .clye
wiall Lanjj ena v dyi gy elwill @j 1 g5l oVl @lg-il
Ol yiiiSiay ¥y .glaall &3 yé Lay «égll Jig-b JolSll

wglaall JB yia lall — djwaill dnll .;I

-0 ail @ ldall 0a o i d ayl Linla La viwél ga
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«A—4a3 J-0 Gj-a JS yia Liaani ayLaicyl

s dgalws ail g4l sdolw ciwg dcla i éioani wl
(agyl e win wag Al ala jge iy {lala «§ gy el
wuilizg yuslisl @ay Jusill A glé g Lijja Lo JS at)g
JLahi aoi wnllabi i ylegiwl diSa) o . aall Joing
dphallg cll eliy (ua @ mallg Igacluy gi gujhaa lg-ils

>

J—a :édslall alygenll Y§i p&4i -LAyi §aig- aloaall
@jliw (Jac aleh dlim Ja dlilell qrasy @ w dlin

Ol }-8aii Laila yu g «@ 1S 13 o 2 9y .@j) jana éiwjaa
Bpia) s Sale als 1am gy @S lawai Jluig G di
yLiAn wile BLaslg @ alai ag-anllg @S 1aa clg-ial g
W=algy :laill w g 1~ y uoill dral w i wal 2 g SALwaill

alé «!JLabyl Jai6)ad bgay laa Saaall alilac a o)
wiiSl deia S €jeii @S wiidlwi, :5)dilba dalalg
@jgs dyl Yl )i Gis el dlalaig spcliia s
JLaa dlim 35 al.ajly La JS jLail vile 6)sLé gg-Si gig
Blaallg §aVgi dujiy dlgeuila is Alwaill qillay pSaill

«amio) w wlc

:auliiian G _dga Lanl glSg Laniallg yelifia @ o Jrwi & alai
AGaill v &l gai Liaglaa wile clg hidl Liyal &dg Yy
«liiclaiiig Liigs wile & halaall diduS gid adaiallg aslall
lajcLiiin Jga )1 dja Lavillw (Jpwig Lif il Liym Lais
&hal «wragll ygpa g ay :alai 6pall 0d o .Alwaill Laillng
wia alalpanl douni g wai w e bg Al 1A o il gaa
acja jge il 1aa .G 8ga wilga ey JS Gl yoisl . ag-ill
laal al wiwi i ghiwi Y &Lla g a .guaill vl J1dig

«uaglaa yuiolii Y wiin (g élgll

wLd Laléfig Al waill alaanll u élge ji vida @il g ala
S clwill vile @ &7 atedl saall wileg wuydll saall
d il dlggwa Ladile vilc Jadilaigs Laps ga
sl jaoll jgo il cuoll 13 o wil] @l . a il gl mag
U9> «diwmaill § allahi alaji j-aalgy J-ag ALVl clwill
g3« il Alajil aa o d ojlial £) 4ill 3j 30w lc 82 @

Alwai a aalya 3 agi ¥y :alals «Sals laa Juaalgi @wis
g0 lUaws wiapall p) ol eLibdl gl ala b .alale Vg
allal v alall gl aiayl wilgi gi yiilaaol 3G ad wawl
Ja gls .a44lS a)lg_a gga §ag &is Al waill yllahi
ag-anll y-a y-&aii wis ay3gs anlg jga Lia daalgg aalg
0-a 3g-2i Ji yrioy 1a o Liiy ¢ d 6Ll 246 wle cléllg
clwall ¢4 b dag @i iljiall elicVly alydllg yicyll dwjaall
uLle piis aalg Aluna eg B wile dwljall gug Il EliSay

«eiall

Alwaill Al dlwa g & gasll clwill g-a §i jalai al
Lalani g Gay ¥ gjlai gc cluwill & 3ni «@llaall JiLa
Lo jcliiia g-c aglg dyanll Jmia daalg Vg @jhii al g4l
J-io alalhnag daléa gapcliia §i pogan ailalall
Jiay ¥ g aisl ailii Lag «jaelly «unfsally «ag-ally
aaila&m Lifyas gia ljaila Lisgala 1j i jeldiall €Ll
¢ Laaijan vié candi gl -gliall Juw vule- éualaw ji
Lansiligi JLéicl gc Eyandl goniwi (Junjillg gaall dlaan
Lis Laiy Julll @ niia ¢ié givall J-ngy :JLedily yr&aia
wis byl wile Liga Lijhg adii LiMS liea w &lad .gaili
JAl LS elwill gai il s wg all asidl (saix aels
Jodicl Mals auils gl wuiigl wule ggaiey Igalsg ddjell
=&l (uibhgiwall ya G15lS §glaiir wuuy alja 63 c gusli
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Js Jedl gi Jglai .gg)lay al d8lc Y e sl ag-8i
waiiimall qia 2V ell 60 eLifl .aiaclwal gio wg yiaLa
wiliy aalh o) g)la g0 A dgll Jig-b &uis walyilpwyl
agcl yi Jal g0 LSl ¢y Jlaiy §-6 2 69 oyl ¢d Gl
aoll ] agel s ggjlan &) uule ja i gl guiisl wyll
«naiiimall vl gl agull daun gia ga)ig @aalg dalill

Laiy Lo wai aa ag daiw p on wnle Jgjla Génd i i
Glajai @ kil wle gial aclwiy g usl Laudy duili
Juoig aalani wl g1 d acl wig @ e4)ig yial jai (ilyall
drwilly L3jnag Lien ol 13 gls dglayl vid .awla
ALl wlc Gphna ais pal )b Liolal 239y Y -Slg wnl
AV g-a Liui Lil yuilel aiay «agll g a .cla aaiclg daay
«Sawjaall v uladll ga g1ibaii Joay Laillw . ahll
2 5§i .adalall Jaw gia quill AVl aalai wdglai aeiy
dLdudn dlilsal ai Laal yagii al aily walig a¥l Lyl
wJgylay Jlile iiia g iy, .o wliall guwaill a_call g 4lil

Ja-dll aul will §a gg-iy Liaiial

A

alan¥l 03 o Jig lalw Y qamlidi ma jg lyig o apals wnle
Laie)lial Lidg La aai al dlwai olaji g0 Lawaiy yile]
. gagoall la ey dlimo &)Litiwl § ulie gc cali Laaleg
Al aani g1l ¥g Al alai g3 all 30 @g Al jeliiin aj aii
Alal hawy atiy s Jjjii gayIls dye iy dwjla Yg)la
Lizljg iy cun il JS e IS éada gl ciyoi dise
ol wlhig Apnl dyn dips Yy a3 wag atise yaasigag
elganll (ia JLill @l agiall jaiwl .@lo w] 8)liw lgyran]
Lijla paai clg-all qud jLill gg-dlhy a g Lic Igaoilg
Sa-iall yudi @ lhis wna ddiwall a 18ii viis &)l @y

«jaill guaiwi Y (s &)l GMac wule jLill

saall g-a dalll aidyd g atallg j-hel Jg)la dlal Aa
Jaini ¥ dama . bgll dlb dali dylic ay dyliell Lale 15
0allg wuily LS Lain wiiny clwill 0d o Jals wile odg
JHigis gls .a] Lil agci gi wile ggjla oy LS wnadivimall
@ g1 @15 @ i ymg Al & lé adily v wdl gl
Jlilyall auyh Lavigy dgliell Jai ga Laila clheig Laalle
.adga jgai Lals yiilis aauni Wg)la wuni A iay .24/7

alall wile d)adllg @gahll jalaj lain - Lavydag gl dll .z I

J-ala agy i a 1gS)Luilg @ jdll vl d-dhiall elaii @ 103
wana delya Lylam g jgi ala i Gl ileallg albLibilly
Lay ylg-iey J-ac dinygg (JLahi dlean g a aldjlwag Lng,

«Sélaln g

a0y ual wall AYLaisl g a M ldall ely3| dyia &ial ji
a_illainl 4 illed 4 alal @alahiall 1oy & cghi . aal
@33 mallg Lill &) h| ddhia J0 duydll bwgw 18 qia
J-0 alidlg aVg¥l y s uiigildll pie clidlly G331 gaa anlly
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. | —é_dhiall eLli y . Lﬂg_".ﬂJ_l.C fia- L 9)9
4yl aale dfyanll dalgy wile Alilwil dlaclag a-cxy
" oa e yaly Lailc ugiGa @ iay dtiaall

Wi dw &Yl algiall goa wlhi gi Lilgla Liilda g
g-maai Jnag «ALylé g Ig» @ &lgll Jamlai (a9 8)1al
€ alai Ialayy, :Jewi &g . clasll g I8l g c dins (bl
Liwgg) ig-a wawi) g6 A 187 g All g0 dolatg yivici
wwaiy aiein sl jlwall §c dalyg dae w jg-Si Lilai
00 Liagyaig Juajill pha i Lallh 3-&1 (ai dilg aleii wig
Wi gia Laad gunaal i giiisay Y (Lidga agay LiS)ai
U JLnaiyl digen saa wle Juwi alals aa &i .«ura)ai
ulg @xj-dia laiwa dind i dyaiig yirieall yragyl g élgll
gdlgll 1am Jiawna alell Glwll §aléjiia Lisls yg-&i

@iy Jglai Jlj—i ¥g «Olgiw g Ay Juwi p oni il a )
Jady i i auni gy als Lawgal LS dedlall vl Ladyh
oly 1j4is wé)i ais wnal wle ggaioy A mg agiall s)i gi
wlail Lblea aynig vual wyni gi aia g &l diby i Ao
wail aai gi guhiwi Y Ll (G .qede wle Libly egui Js
dwlys aypé LAl wadile wile 8L éla Allggwa dlim

«a dliellg yial daley v daclwall g yaill

>

o-4l thywy (Sl als ga La" JI§uwll gay anlgyl & Lagll
@lanllg ag-all gy gulill aua 2 sl g3l glaall i a
ALV dlla wlaii @l &bl Jai go Liagy gg-laliyg
lgcjlwg e wlg d-dl~y alidlg a¥g¥l gula Layda glug
«@le wile quisl Jani iy :g-malaig amalai gc puoill
«adwg g-ols gieil ggibgiwmall LiSyiy Jiy g-mlas] alai
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The conseauences of deportation of the
»

commun@so r

A feminist position paper based on U

It is like Hell. as if we are living on borrowed time. NoO stability. No safe
haven. How am 1 supposed to feel as a mother. with my children witnessing
the demolitions? Not once. nor twice. but several times. It deoes not get any

I
easier. Each time it hurts all over again. When the army arrives to demolish. n

the children stand there and watch (...) 1 cannot spare them the sights.

These sights are here always. and everywhere.

(Suad. a nseudonyim)

Khirbet al Fakheit, South Hebron Hills, West Bank/ Ryan Rodrick Beiler/ Activestills/ 17 Oct 2012
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This position paper aims to serve as a platform
to the voices of Palestinian women who are
threatened with deportation from their homes
in Masafer Yatta in the South Hebron Hills.
Twelve women from eight villages, all under
pseudonyms, for their own safety, will tell the
stories of communities that are on the verge
of collective deportation on ethnic grounds,
All, under the guise of legal reasoning.

Deportation is a violent act, displacement
from the house and the memories, from our
being and existence. While we - the readers
- experience it, perhaps, as a one-off act, in
practice, deportation is a continuous act over
time, a sense of helplessness and constant
fear. Each day a cloud hovers over, and danger
lurks at the dawn of each day, every day.

Women in conflict zones are more vulnerable.
In addition to the terrible difficulties and
horrendous suffering that armed conflicts
and fighting leave behind among the general
population, there are other dimensions that
affect women and girls in these situations
in a special and different way. The unique
experiences of the women are often blurred
within the general, group distress. If there is
no adequate representation of their voices,
and as long as they are excluded from the
decision-making platforms of managing or
ending the conflict, these experiences will
never be brought “to the decision-making
table” and they will disappear into the abyss.

In 2000, this insight led the UN Security
Council to adopt Resolution 1325 regarding
“Women, Peace and Security”. The resolution
recognizes the necessity of protecting
women, from different populations, from all
types of violence - both in the private and
the public spheres, as well as the need for
equal participation of women in decision
making as an inseparable part of the sought

™ Al
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protection. Women’s equal participation
is the only guarantee for implementing a
gender analysis that does not ignore women'’s
needs, and their exacerbated vulnerabilities.

Among other things, Resolution 1325
emphasizes the serious consequences
of displacement from home on women:

“Expressing concern that civilians,
particularly women and children, account
for the vast majority of those adversely
affected by armed conflict, including
as refugees and internally displaced
persons, and increasingly are targeted
by combatants and armed elements...”

And was recognized again in Resolution 2122
of the Security Council of 2013 (SCR 2122). A
resolutionwhichespeciallyaddressedtheissueof
vulnerability of women following displacement:

“...Expressing concern at women’s
exacerbated vulnerability in armed conflict
and post-conflict situations particularly in
relation to forced displacement, as a result
of unequal citizenship rights, gender biased
application of asylum laws, and obstacles to
registering and accessing identity documents
which occur in many situations...”

The interviews with the 12 women were
conducted in the aftermath of the High Court
of Justice decision to legalize the De-facto
deportation of 8 villages from the Masafer Yatta
communities. As a result, and in order to reach
the villages, we were required to pass military
checkpoints deployed in an area that was
declared a firing zone; and to risk confiscating
a vehicle and entering a closed military area;
to ensure that women feel safe to speak
without them and their families being at risk;
and move around a very large, mountainous,
rocky space to reach each of the women.
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will be presented under key sub-sections that
express the main hardships, but certainly
do not exhaust them. First, an overview
of the place and the general plight of the
communities will be presented as those
whose lives are frozen without the ability to
develop and exist with dignity. Later, we will
discuss the unique situation of Masafer Yatta
communities, who live in an area that has
been declared a Firing Zone. Another means
leading to the dispossession and despair of
the communities. In the meantime, we will
investigate the legal proceedings that ended
and qualified the De-facto deportation.

In the third chapter, the issues that occupied the
women the most will be presented. Courageous
and tireless women: the meaning of the loss of
a home, the physical and symbolic; The serious
damage to the right to education and the fear of
the abruption of the long walk that the women
have come so far; the massive lack of basic
health services, from which women mainly
suffer; the feeling of being trapped inside a
space without the ability to move freely; the
fear of losing one’s livelihood; the exposed lives
of women whose privacy was taken away from
them; Their lives in the shadow of constant fear
and the mental consequences they bear alone,
in silence; The lack of dreams - the deprivation
of childhood and of the ability to dream of a
better future; And of course, like everywhere
else in the world, the social and gender violence
that strikes and worsens in times of crisis,
and women are the first to bear the brunt.

All of this takes place in a broader political
context - intersections of oppression that are
clearly manifested in the domestic, personal
space. Therefore, in the concluding chapter,
we will insist on reading the plights of women
not as isolated from but rather as a part of a
long-standing policy of oppression on ethnic
grounds; of occupation and military control,;
of settler colonialism and striving to cleanse

>

the territory of its local inhabitants. The call to
the general public, in Israel, Palestine and the
world, is first and foremost a call to stop the
lurking deportation. But non-the less, and not
in isolation from that, is a call for a clear claim
that these communities, these women, deserve
rights to self-determination, freedom, dignity,
equality, and theright tolive in a sovereign state.

The interviews were conducted in the Women’s
language, the Arabic language, so that words
and language difficulties would no longer be
a barrier. We met the women in their homes,
in the space closest to their hearts. A “house”
can be a cave, a tent, a concrete room or a
shack. In the eyes of the women, this is their
“Palace”, said Samia, one of the inspiring
women we met. They are not ready to give
up this house, however modest it may be. It
is very important to meet the women in their
space. That way, they would not have to
“mediate” reality to us through descriptions.
We see it around, and it is gloomy and creepy.

In addition, all interviews were conducted with
only women around. Sometimes the interviewee
is alone, and sometimes her daughters or
neighbors are present, each according to her
own preferences. This is the place to point out
that this position paper also relies, to a large
extent, on the ongoing legal support of some
of the men and women of the communities
and support of courageous men and women,
activists for human rights that are present
every day in the field, Palestinians and Israelis.

Finally, this position paper is published
after the elections to the 25th Knesset. The
emerging government is expected to continue
the policies of its predecessors, and even
escalate and deepen the repression. As will
be shown later, now - after the legal process
in Israel against the deportation has come
to an end - the decision when and how the
deportation will be carried out is in the hands
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of these political entities. This means that
only through a persistent struggle and an
unequivocal and clear statement by democratic

I a. “Masafer Yatta”

The “Masafer Yatta” area, in the southeastern
corner of the West Bank under Israeli military
occupation, is located in the area referred to as
Area (C) following the Oslo agreement. About
60% of the West Bank territories are subject to
Israeli military control, both at the security level

AYatta
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and at the civilian level. This means that the
Palestinian residents are essentially subjects
under a foreign military regime that exclusively
controls all areas of their lives: construction,
infrastructure,

education, connection to

A

} »_Kh'lrbet Al Fakheit

forces, as well as by the international

community, will it be possible to prevent it.

movement, services and above all total

control of the right to self-determination.

The area has been inhabited by Palestinians for
over a century. Beginning in the 19th century,
Palestinian families from the town of Yatta
n Al Khir
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began to move to the Masafer Yatta area in
search of a livelihood and a comfortable place
to live. The residents who left the villages used
the lands suitable for agricultural cultivation
and the pastures suitable for grazing for their
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livelihood while using the caves in the lands
for residence(1). At first, they lived in the caves
they dug and later - at the beginning of the 20th
century - the inhabitants began to develop,
grow and accordingly new houses began to be

>

built above ground. To this day, the residents
rely mainly on agriculture and sheep herding
which they use for their own consumption
as well as for sale in the city of Yatta and the
surrounding area to support the household.

I b. A withheld life - no infrastructure and no development

As mentioned, despite the military, the
communities are subject to the “civilian”
dimension as well, in the sense that the military
authorities (known as the Civil Administration)
control the planning and development of
the villages, issuing of construction permits,
infrastructure,  water,
electricity and road construction. They are

connections to

working, moving and getting their basic rights®.

The military and “Civil Administration”,
consider the villages of Masafer Yatta as
unrecognized villages, therefore the residents
are treated as illegal dwellers, trespassing into
a land not their own®. Among other things,
the military authorities do not approve master

also supposed to be responsible for building
public institutions and providing health
services, welfare, education, etc. This paper
is too short to cover all the daily hardships
that the residents endure, at the same time,
in order to get the big picture, it is important
to present the long-standing policy that leaves
the communities in a kind of stagnation,
preventing them from developing, building,

plans for the development of the villages or
any “new” construction, including houses,
public institutions, agricultural facilities,
electricity and water infrastructures, sheep
dwellings, schools, clinics, roads and more®.
As will be revealed later in the testimony,
schools that were nevertheless established
are under constant threat of demolition: “The
women worked during the day and the men

(1) Yaquv Habaqugq, Life in the caves of Hebron Mountain, (published by the ministry of defence (, pgs. 26-55 (1985)
@ For date on the building restrictions: “The forbidden ground” pg. 80 (June 2008) ) (https://bimkom.org/wp-content/uploads/
the-prohibited-zone-heb-2.pdf( , and B’Tselem, pg. 18-10- June 2013 )https://www.btselem.org/download/201306 area c_report

heb.pdf)

3) In Masafer Yatta, including the area declared a firing zone — all villages except for the village of Twani are unrecognized villages,
leading the “Civil Administration” to refrain from putting down master plans for development. In Twani there was a master plan but
only after a strong popular fight did the 2008 plan. Nowadays the plan does not meet the needs of the population.

4) B’Tselem, “on Israel’s policies in area C of the West Bank, pgs 21-23 (june 2013)
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during the night so that we could build the
school. Thanks to our persistence, the high
school today serves the entire area,” Kifah
told us. Also, the residents who need health
care are required to go to the city of Yatta
to receive it “on the back of the donkey”,
as Qamar testified, since there are no paved
roads, and most of the residents cannot afford
to purchase vehicles due to the economic
hardship. Even an existing construction is
a construction that is always subject to the
threat of demolition: “They threatened that
if we do not leave, they will destroy the
cave that serves as a home,” said Samia.

The residents of the villages are only partially
provided with electricity, and this is only due
to humanitarian and public activity. In recent
years, the ME-Comet organization has installed
local electricity systems based on wind and
solar energy” in some villages. However, even
these facilities are under constant threat of
demolition by orders issued by the “Civil
Administration”. There is no clearer example
of the residents’ struggle for the basic right
to electricity and the price involved than the
shooting of Harun Abu Aram, a Palestinian youth
from Khirbat Al-Rakiz. On January 1, 2021, Abu
Aram was shot in the neck only because he tried
to oppose the confiscation of the generator
by the “Civil Administration soldiers. He was
rendered paralyzed throughout his body®.
His mother Farsa told us® about the pain of
seeing her son shot in front of her eyes: “On
the day Harun was shot, we were preparing
for lunch for the whole family, including
who was Harun’s fiancée at the time. They

I c. The declaration of a firing zone:

In 1980, the
approximately 33,000 dunams of Masafer

Israeli army declared

>

separated after Harun was left paralyzed.
The army came to the neighbor’s house and
wanted to confiscate the generator Harun’s
father ran there, followed by Harun. When 1
saw him running, I ran too. Harun grabbed a
generator that the army wanted to confiscate.
One of the soldiers pointed the rifle at his
neck and shot him. When Harun collapsed, I
felt an earthquake hit. I saw him fall before
my eyes. I felt as though all was lost. All”.

A tremendous crisis that only worsens is the
water shortage. The residents who live in
areas that are not connected to water, such
as the residents of Masafer Yatta, depend on
rainwater that they collect in wells and on
private contractors from whom they purchase
water. Purchasing water involves high financial
costs, both for water prices and for expensive
transportation, because the roads are not
paved. These prices can reach thousands of
shekels every month®. As for the rainwater
stored in the cisterns, some of the cisterns are
located on lands that have been declared “state
lands” or those that are within the jurisdiction
of settlements in a way that makes reaching
them an “impossible” task, according to Samia,
“and deprives the women of the ability to
reach and draw the water, as we used to
do always, due to the danger involved in
reaching places where there are settlers and
the need to coordinate with the army,” and
Qamar added: “And the well we dug near
the house to relieve us of the high costs
of purchasing water, are being destroyed.
Here was a well they destroyed for us.”

Yatta lands as firing zones for the purpose of
“military training”®. The Firing Zones control

(1) B’Tselem, “on Israel’s policies in area C of the West Bank, pg 21 (june 2013)
2 Itay Ron, “Haron was a boy with dreams. Now he dreams of someone putting him off life support”. 2.06.22) https://www.ha-ma-

kom.co.il/post-itai-ahron/

3) Farsa is the only interviewee who is interviewed by her real name.

4 B’Tselem, “on Israel’s policies in area C of the West Bank, pgs. 15-16 (June 2013)
(5) MILITARY ORDER # 63/40/S, 08.06.1980, DECLARING A CLOSED MILITARY AREA, MILITARY ORDER # 60/5/S
12.08.1982° MILITARY ORDER # 91/2/S 30.06.1991 DECLARING CLOSED MILITARY AREA # 918.
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the lands of the communities from Masafer
Yatta: Jinba, Al-Markez, Al-Khalawa, Khalat Al-
Daba’, Al-Fakhit, Al-Tabaan, Al-Majaz, Al-Sfai,
Magyar Al-Abid, Al-Mofagra, Altuba, Sarora,
Simra, and Alrackiz. At least 12,000 dunams
of the lands are recognized by the military
authorities as private Palestinian lands."V

Declaring “Firing Zones” for “training” purposes
isawell-known practice. Today, about 18% of the
West Bank areas are declared Firing Zones - on
the grounds that the area is needed for military
training. However, under the guise of “firing
zones”, the residents’ rights to their private

>

of a meeting of the “Settlement Committee”,
a body shared by the government and the
World Zionist Organization, Ariel Sharon, the
Minister of Agriculture at the time, noted:
“As the one who initiated the Firing Zones
in 1967 [...] the purpose of the Firing Zones
was to maintain a land reserve [...] .]”.? From
another document from July 1981, in which
Sharon reveals the motivation behind the
declaration of Firing Zone 918, it appears that
the declaration was intended to serve as a
buffer between the Palestinians in the southern
West Bank and the Bedouin community in the
Negev within the borders of the Green Line:

/
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ta/ Keren Manor/ Activestills/03 Feb 2021

lands are being confiscated, the movement of
the local Palestinian population is restricted,
the possibility of construction is prevented, and
the access of farmers to their lands is blocked.

But the real reason behind the declaration of
a Firing Zones in Masafer Yatta can be learned
from the documents that have been revealed
over the years. For example, the transcript

“We want to offer you training areas More [..]
At the border in the foothills of the Hebron
Mountain to the Judean desert [...] I witnessed
a phenomenon that I explained earlier -
of the spread of the rural mountain Arab
communities on the back of the mountain
towards the desert. We are definitely
interested in increasing the areas there [..]”.®

(1) As brought in affidavits submitted as appendix to ACRI petition of June 2000’ based on mapping of the “Civil Administra-
tion”. ACRI petition 517\00 Mohamaad Hamamdah et al vs. The Defense minister et al :https://law.acri.org.il/he/wp-content/up-

loads/2012/05/hit517.pdf

@ Yuval Avraham, “Firing zones under use for different aim: Land Reserve for settlements™’ Siha Mekomit website
26.6.2022 H)https://www.mekomit.co.il/%D7%A9%D7%98%D7%97%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A9-

%D7%A0%D7%AA%D7%A4%D7%A1%D7%95-%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%A8%D7%94-%D7%90%D7%97%D7%AA-

%D7%A8%D7%96%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%AA-%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%A7%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%AA/

(3)

Also see ,there :https://www.akevot.org.il/news-item/document-revealed-by-akevot-ariel-sharon-instructed-idf-to-create-train-

—8—
\Z


https://www.akevot.org.il/news-item/document-revealed-by-akevot-ariel-sharon-instructed-idf-to-create-training-zone-to-displace-palestinians/
https://www.mekomit.co.il/%D7%A9%D7%98%D7%97%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A9-%D7%A0%D7%AA%D7%A4%D7%A1%D7%95-%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%A8%D7%94-%D7%90%D7%97%D7%AA-%D7%A8%D7%96%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%AA-%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%A7%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%AA/
https://www.mekomit.co.il/%D7%A9%D7%98%D7%97%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A9-%D7%A0%D7%AA%D7%A4%D7%A1%D7%95-%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%A8%D7%94-%D7%90%D7%97%D7%AA-%D7%A8%D7%96%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%AA-%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%A7%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%AA/
https://www.mekomit.co.il/%D7%A9%D7%98%D7%97%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A9-%D7%A0%D7%AA%D7%A4%D7%A1%D7%95-%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%A8%D7%94-%D7%90%D7%97%D7%AA-%D7%A8%D7%96%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%AA-%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%A7%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%AA/
https://law.acri.org.il/he/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/hit517.pdf
https://law.acri.org.il/he/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/hit517.pdf
https://www.activestills.org/search/pagenum1/search_value=46398%7Cdate_range_from=%7Cdate_range_to=%7Cphotograpthers_list=%7Clocations_list=%7Ckeywords=/

nHay

English

>

I d. Legal Proceedings

For vyears after the announcement, the live ammunition, so that the residents of the
residents continued to live on their lands with villages (and the settlements) can continue tolive
the threat of deportation hovering over their £ 98

heads. In 1999, about twenty years after the
announcement, about 700 residents were
evicted from their homes on the grounds
that they were illegally living in a firing zone.
Their caves were sealed, pits and houses were
destroyed, and their property was confiscated®.

Immediately after the deportation, the first
petition was submitted by the residents of 12
villages (represented by the Association for
Civil Rights in Israel- i.e. ACRI, and attorney
Shlomo Lecker)® and the High Court issued an
interim order instructing the army to return
the deported residents to their homes until
a final decision is given in the petition. “We
were expelled from our homes. We stayed in
the village of A-Twani for four months, far
from our herd, from the waterholes, from the
houses. I remember when we received the
court decision that allowed us to return, I was
in the middle of wheat threshing. My husband
asked me to leave everything, to pack things
so that we could immediately return to
our home“, Samia recalled in an interview.

12 years later, in July 2012, the army submitted

its response to the High Court in which it Al Rakeez, South Hebron Hills, West Bank/ Anne Paq/
. . Activestills/ 19 Apr 2012

claimed that these are not permanent residents

entitled to remain on their lands.® The army

also announced that in the northwestern part of there. Regarding the 8 villages in the remaining
the Firing Zone, where there are 4 villages (and territory, the state announced it intends to
settlements), training will take place without destroy them®. Based on this announcement,

ing-zone-to-displace-palestinians/.

(1) For more about the deportation, see B’tselem, https://www.btselem.org/sites/default/files/publications/200002_expulsion of resi-
dents_from the south mt herbon eng.pdf

@ . HCIJ petition 517\00 Mohammad Hamamdah et al vs. The Defense minister, of 19.01.00, and (petition of HCJ 1199\00 Abu
Aram et al vs. The IDF commander in Judea and Samaria, 15.2.00)

3) HCIJ petition 517\00, of 19.01.00, and (petition of HCJ 1199\00, supplementary response of the state attorney’s office, 2.6.11
https://law.acri.org.il/he/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/hit5 1 7meshivim.pdf

@) The villages are: Khirbat Majaz, Khirbat a-ttaban, Khirbat Sfay, Khirbat al-fakhit, Khribat al-halawah, Khirbat al-markez, Khir-
bat Jinba, Khirbat Khallat a-daba’. According to the military response the residents of these villages can work their fields and graze
their flocks, in the military firing zones in the weekends and Jewish Holidays only, and in two additional seasonal periods in the year,
each is a period of a month. As for 4 of the villages located in the north-west area of the firing zone, they were allowed to stay in their
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a new petition was submitted in January 2013 legal difficulties involved in this decision.®
seeking to prevent the forced transfer of the
residents of the villages, to regulate their In October 2022, the Supreme Courtrejected the
residence there, and to cancel the declaration Civil Rights Association’s request for another
of a Firing Zones. Once again, an interim order hearing before an extended composition on
was issued ordering that the residents stay in the grounds that it is not a matter of new
their homes until a final decision is made®. precedents establishing grounds for another
hearing®. Although the President of the
For 9 years, the residents of the villages waited Supreme Court, Judge Esther Hayut, expressed
for a decision until, in May 2022, the High reservations about some of the determinations
Court rejected the petitions of the Palestinian “that cause difficulty” in the verdict, especially
residents, while accepting the state’s factual and regarding the supremacy of military legislation
legal claims. Several controversial legal claims over international law, the President saw
were adopted as a basis for the court ruling them as incidental statements that do not
legalizing the de-facto deportation, on top was change the results of the proceedings.
Judge David Mintz (a resident of the settlement
of Dolev) decision according to which Article Thus, the legal battle in Israel came to an end.
49 of the IVGC concerning the Protection Immediately after the decision, B’Tselem,
of Civilians in Times of War (1949), which the ‘Israeli Information Center for Human
prohibits the forced deportation of a protected Rights in the Territories’, appealed to the
population, does not apply in this case since prosecutor at the ICC in Hague to act to
it is a non-binding treaty law, as opposed to prevent the deportation of the residents of
customary law which has a higher normative Masafer Yatta, which is contrary to the Fourth
rank. The High Court of Justice determined, Geneva Convention on the grounds that the
in a precedent and contrary to previous transfer of a protected population from an
rulings that Israeli law and military legislation occupied territory constitutes a crime of war®,

prevail over international law.® Jurists and
international law experts pointed out the many

I e. The Ramifications of the court decision

Now, the fate of over 1000 members of the communities, their women and elders, is under

homes. It should be noted that in settlements are also located in the north-west area.

(1) Following the army response to the HCJ, the court ordered the petition to be removed, stating that the response created a “Differ-
ent Normative Situation”: HCJ 517\00, (decision dated 07.08.2012 )https://elyonl.court.gov.il/files/00/170/005/M71/00005170.
M71.htm, a new petition was submitted to the HCJ 413\13 Abu Aram et al .vs .the minister of defence et al) .dated 01.01.2013(
https://law.acri.org.il/he/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/hit413.pdf/ , followed by a petition by adv. Shlomo Lecker , HCJ 13\1039, Abu
Yunes et al. vs. The monitor of defence et al. on 13.12.2013

2 The decision dated 04.05.22 in both petitions to the high court 413\13 and 1039\13 : https://supremedecisions.court.gov.il/
Home/Download?path=Hebrew Verdicts/13/130/004/n89&fileName=13004130.N89&type=2

3) From an expert opinion submitted together with the petition in the request for an expanded position: https://01368b10-57¢4-
4138-acc3-01373134d221.usrfiles.com/ugd/01368b_c9d1e284bcb04e789ef0bd7ab0bd41fe.pdf: also see: Ben-Naftali, Orna and
Diamond, Eitan, No Place for Palestinians: The Israeli High Court of Justice Fades Out of the Global Community of Courts - The
Farcical Tragedy of the 2022 Judgment on Masafer Yatta (August 31, 2022). Boston University International Law Journal, Forthcom-
ing, Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4205827 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4205827

(4) Additional HCJ4144\22 Mohammad Mousa Shehadeh and others vs. the defence minister and others, decision dated 02.10.22:
https://supremedecisions.court.gov.il/Home/Download?path=Hebrew Verdicts/22/440/041/v02 & fileName=22041440.V 02 &type=4

5) B’Tselem, An immediate urgency for preventive interference — Israel is committing a crime of war in deporting of around
thousand protected civilians from their homes in an occupies territory, 03.10.22: https://www.btselem.org/sites/default/files/2022-10/
ICC _preventive_intervention heb.pdf
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real threat of deportation. If the deportation
takes place, it will be the largest deportation
carried out in the occupied territories since the
1970s. De facto deportation also means the
destructionoftheresidents’exclusivelivelihood,
which relies on agriculture and sheep herding,
due to the blocking of access to their lands.

Even if the deportation does not take place
immediately, the results of the High Court’s

'
(1

>

Tabaan, and in the following days, demolition
orders were issued against buildings in Khalat
At’Abana. In October of this year, the Supreme
Court rejected the petition of the residents of
Khalat al-Daba’ against the demolition of the
village houses®. Khalat al-Daba is expected to
be the first village to be completely destroyed.®

The demolition of all the residential buildings
and sheep huts and facilities appears to be
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Palestinian families protest against the planned ethnic cleansing of Masafer Yatta, Jerusalem/ Oren Ziv/ Activestills/ 15 Mar 2022

ruling are already disastrous. The High Court’s
decision accelerates the execution of over 360
demolition orders issued against the members
of the communities in Masafer Yatta. In the
days following the decision, and according
to reports from activists in the field, on
11.05.22 and 01.06.22, the homes of dozens
of Palestinian residents were destroyed in
Kherbat al-Fakhit and al-Markaz. For some,
this is the second and third demolition within
a year. Later, on 07.06.22, demolition orders
were issued against all the houses in Khirbat Al-

the “last step”. In the meantime, the military
forces began an operation to document the
faces and identity details of all the residents of
Masafer Yatta. On 06.15.22 an announcement
was made regarding the beginning of a military
training exercise in the area®, and on 06.21.22
the training exercise began, as part of which
the Israeli army placed dozens of barriers
that prevent the entry of anyone who is not
a resident of the villages, including human
rights activists, while confiscating vehicles
- authorized and unauthorized alike - of

(1) HCJ decision of 08.09.22 in HCJ petition 5688\22, Dababseh and others vs. the IDF commander in the West Bank and
others, https://supremedecisions.court.gov.il/Home/Download?path=Hebrew Verdicts/22/660/058/c03 & fileName=22058660.C03 &-

type=2

2 Bassel Al-Adra, “Erasing our lives”, : Residents of Khallat A-Dabaa’ preparing for the expulsion”,
Mekomit website, 12.10.22, )https:/ www.mekomit.co0.il/%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%97%D7%A7%D7%99%D7%

9D-%D7%90%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%97%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%A0%D7%95-

%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%99-%D7%97%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%AA-%D7%90-%D7%93%D7%91%D7%A2-

%D7%9E/

3) Hagar Shizaf, IDF will conduct trainings in Masafer Yatta for the first time in 20 years, HAARETZ, 16.06.22: :https://www.
haaretz.co.il/news/politics/2022-06-16/ty-article/.premium/00000181-6¢25-d36b-a5d5-6fed85a80000
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everyone who enters. The release of vehicles,
including work vehicles, involves expenses
totaling thousands of shekels. Also, “training
targets” were deployed close to populated
residential areas.) As will be detailed later,

Out of a population of approximately 1,720

Palestinian residents in Masafer Yatta
communities (including those threatened with
deportation)®, there are approximately 844
women, constituting 49% of the population.
About half of the women in the communities

are under the age of 18. These data emphasize

>

during the training period, the right of school
students to movement and education was
fatally violated. The interviews in this paper
were conducted during these difficult days.

. 2. Chapter two - the unique consequences for women, girls and children _

even more the importance of bringing the
gender perspective, which examines the
broad and far-reaching consequences of
freezing the lives of the communities and
their expulsion and dispossession of their
land and their homes and all that it implies.

I a. The loss of home - “When my house was destroyed, I felt trapped”

As mentioned above, the communities live
in a kind of planning stagnation: there is no

women from disadvantaged or persecuted
groups. Researcher Prof. Nadira Shalhoub

Um Fagarah, South Hebron Hills, West Bank/ Anne Paq/ Activestills/ 28 Aug 2012

possibility for new construction of any kind, and
now the existing buildings are also in danger
of demolition, while the people are in real
danger of deportation. Losing one’s home has
a particularly hard effect on women, especially

Kevorkian wrote that Palestinian women “treat
their homes as the safest place [...] They take
the traditional role of women in the domestic
space and turn it into a site of renewal, of
growth and of protection for themselves

(1) These data are based on a registration of Palestinian and Israeli human rights activists on the ground.
2 Itis estimated that the population of these villages is about 1720 residents, 1000 of them live in villages under threat of deporta-
tion following the HCJ decision and the declaration of firing zones.
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and their families”®. Moreover “home is one
of the few places where women can find
solace [...] The Palestinian women’s home
has become a place of personal protection,
of identity and of community building.”®

We have not lost sight of the fact that the
home is not necessarily a place of security for
all women and that many women prefer not
to stay in private space. However, in today’s
reality, especially in political minority groups,
the home - in most cases - creates a “place
of refuge”, where they care for and support
their children in times of fear and can work
and help provide for the family, while at the
same time maintaining a constant presence.
Correspondingly, the loss of the home means
erosion in the meanings of their presence and
human being. Unlike the men - whose focus
of life is outside the house®, in the pastures

and agricultural lands, and who are seen as
being able to survive without having a roof
to protect them - the house for the women

>

is the anchor for their existence. The fear of
losing the house was the central theme in the
interviews. All the women interviewed, like
most of the other women from Masafer Yatta,
take a central and exclusive part in raising the
children and doing the household work. They
described the experience of house demolition
and deportation as the destruction of life.

We met with Samia, 55 years old and mother
of 13, lives in a man-made cave with her family
in Umm Tuba. In the interview with Samia,
her daughters sat around her, and it was clear
that they heard repeatedly the hardships their
parents went through in raising them and
working hard so as to afford to send them
to study at universities. “For 33 years I have
lived in this cave. Since my marriage, all
my children were born in this cave” Samia
opened the interview with these words. It was

. , w '5’",-‘.\_. -
1s/ Ke_rcj._n Ma gor/» Activestills/. _147:3;@%7«\» -

impossible to miss the sense of urgency in
Samia’s voice. Later we realized that she had
already experienced the demolition of a house,

(1) NADIA SHALHOUB KEVORKIAN, “When laws are a tool of oppression: The counter speech of Palestinian women and poli-
cies of home demolitions”, Gender and Feminism 411, 411-418, and 492, (Editors, Daphna Barak Erez and others, 2007).

2 Above, in pg. 491. Also see international research on the importance of home for political minorities, Leilani, Farha, et al.
COHRE (Center on Housing Rights and Evictions) the Impact of Forced Evictions on Women in Palestine, India and Nigeria. 2002,
p-4, 10. https://sarpn.org/documents/d0002751/7-Forced evictions COHRE Dec2006.pdf

(3) See Asia Istoshina’s research in the project, “The security scale of women”, 2021.
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so it was real fear that she experienced: “A
year after the marriage, the army destroyed
our cave. They also took all the furniture
we had and left us with nothing. They also
destroyed the barn. I remember then that I
insisted on saving the wooden crib of my
baby who was a few months old at the time.
At least the baby would have a place to sleep.
It took us two years to re-carve the cave.”

For Samia and her family this is not the first
deportation. In 1999 they were expelled from
their homes, together with 700 residents of
the communities, and returned only after a
few months due to the High Court’s decision
(as part of the interim order). “I remember
that one day, I was alone at home, and a
senior officer came and told me that if T did
not leave immediately, he would force me
out. He probably thought that because I am
a woman then I will be afraid. I was scared,
it is not that I was not scared, but the kids
were at school. What will they do if they
come home and do not find me? I mustered
up the courage and did not leave,” said Samia
and added with a sigh: “But we knew they
would not leave us. They would drive the
herd away and the herd would get scared and
run away, that’s why we moved it quietly to
another place, and we women stayed at home
to protect it. I remember sitting at the door
of my house at night to watch over both the
herd and my children. Later, the army started
arresting the men of the family including my
brother-in-law and allowed his release only
upon leaving the house. They threatened to
destroy the cave again. Some residents left
out of fear, and some were forcibly expelled.
We were also deported but luckily the people
of the village of Twani welcomed us. We
stayed there for four months until the court’s
decision and then we returned,” she recalled.

It sounded detached to ask: “How did it feel
to be evicted from your home?”, but there

>

was no escaping asking that question. “To
uproot you from your home is to put your
life on hold. To freeze it. It is true that we
were welcomed to Twani. But you are not in
your home. The place is crowded. Our herd
is far away. Our waterholes are far away. It
is difficult to move around.” Samia said and
it sounded as if the words did not help her to
express the weight that sat on her soul. “For
me, the house symbolizes all the meanings in
life. I would not trade this cave for a palace.
I do not sleep outside the house. Even when
I go to my brothers in the city of Yatta, I go
back to sleep in my house. For me, this is
my place, my being. Besides, I'm in constant
fear of losing the house. My house is always
in danger. There is no way we can all leave
the house at once. We always need someone
to stay behind and guard the house.”

While Samia talked about a loss from the past
and another that may occur soon, Suad, 37 years
old and mother of four children, talked about
being deported in the present. Suad’s family
house was destroyed several times until they
were forced to live temporarily in a building
that served as a clinic and was abandoned after
doctors who came from time to time stopped
arriving. Suad’s little children, aged 3 and 4,
were playing around her, while her eldest
daughter Amira stood there with the smile
on her face occasionally replaced by looks of
helplessness at the words of her mother. “It is
hell. It is like we are living on borrowed time,
with no stability, without a safe haven. How
am I supposed to feel as a mother when my
children see the ruins? Not once, not twice,
but several times. It does not get any easier.
Every time it is enormous pain. When the
army comes to destroy, the children stand
there and watch.” When we asked if it was
still possible to spare the children these sights,
Suad replied “I wish I could, I have no way to
spare them. These sights are here all the time,
everywhere.” About the difficulty of living in

— 14 —
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the clinic, Amira the daughter - who is reluctant
to share: “This is not my place. I feel like Iam a
guest, and I cannot behave like I am at home.”

Unlike Suad and Amira, Qamar, a smiling
59-year-old woman full of joy for life, showed
a strong desire to be interviewed and talk
about the broad political context, and how she
views it. During the interview, Qamar sought
to protest against the injustices of military
control in the general sense and tended to steer
away from the “personal”. When we insisted
on asking - how she as a woman experienced
the dispossession and deportation, while
emphasizing that the personal is also the
political - she replied “Seeing your house
destroyed is the destruction of your life. Life
falls apart into piles of broken and ruined
bricks. Simple as that, Soldiers come, destroy,
and leave.” She added with seemingly deep
grief, “The day my house was destroyed, I felt
trapped. Just like a prisoner feels when their
cell door is closed. That’s how I feel to this
day.” Qamar has no children, and her husband
remarried “I was looking for a woman for

>

him to marry so as to have children with.”
When her house was destroyed, Qamar had
to live in the same house, in a concrete room,
together with her husband and his second wife.

The motif of home and domesticity and the
house as the essence of being and existence
was repeated in the interviews as well as the
feelings of personal and collective crushing
accompanying the ruins. The demolition is not
just the demolition of the bricks of the house
or the loss of the physical roof, the women
emphasized. As will be immediately brought
out, the wider implications are clear and
intimately known to these women. They are
forced to sleep in temporary tents or move to
temporary places, sometimes with neighbors
or in abandoned buildings. Temporality and
uncertainty shape the lives of the women
and children in a way that prevents them
or hinders many of them to advance on a
personal and professional level; the ability of
their children to acquire an education; violates
their privacy; hinders their health; and exposes
them to physical, mental, and sexual violence.

I b. The right to education - a long journey interrupted._

Until 2009, there were no primary schools

iv/ Activestills/ 28 Sep 2022

in the villages of Masafer Yatta. The nearest
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school was in the city of Yatta. In view of the
shaky infrastructure and the avoidance of road
construction (see below about the right to
movement), girls and boys could study at Yatta
Elementary School on the condition that one of
their relatives lives in that village, so that they
could stay with them during the school year.
After elementary school, girls often dropped
out of school and were relegated to domestic
work. Between the years 2009-2018, several
schools were built in the area of South Hebron
Hills and Masafer Yatta. A central school was
established in Khirbat al-Tawani and about
four other small schools were established in
Kherbat Sussya, Dukayka, Al-Fakhit, and Jinba.

“The story of the establishment of the Twani
school is a great success story, a community
success and a female success,” said Kifah
with pride. Kifah, an inspiring woman, was
born in the city of Yatta, where there is
“electricity, water, roads, clinics, schools and
more.” Since she got married and moved to
Twani,” “Life has become very difficult. But
I do not let go and I do not give up. I want to
live here. In 1997, and even though we were
not allowed to build, we decided, we women,
that we cannot abandon our children’s right
to education. It is impossible that they would
have to walk dozens of kilometers to school.
That’s why we formed a committee and
decided to build a school. Soon the army
retribution came along, and they started
arresting the men and confiscating the work
tools. But we continued and built three-tiered
classrooms. Later, the court issued an interim
order preventing the demolition, and we
the women took advantage of this and built
more classes for more layers” Kifah told a
group of women who came to tour in Tawani.

Kifah pauses for a moment and smiles,
her grandson running around her. “We
women suffer from the control of both the

>

occupation and the men. Both types of
oppression are difficult. But we decided
to fight. We would come and help build or
guard outside the school so that the army
would not come to destroy it. Today we
have a respectable school that is used by
all the surrounding communities. Proof that
we can,” she concludes with satisfaction.

The construction of the schools made
education very accessible to girls who had
to leave home or stay away from home
otherwise to get education. Thus, the number
of girls who completed 12 years of schooling
increased over the years and many of them
even joined higher education studies and
were integrated into the labor market in the
surrounding Palestinian cities. Today these
women lead quite a few of the struggles of
the communities, some of them founded
associations for female empowerment, to help
school children, some of them participate in
international conferences in order to voice
the plights and demands of the residents.

The road was not easy at all. Throughout
the interview, Samia was proud of her sons
and daughters who succeeded despite all the
difficulties in acquiring a higher education,
“they all study at the university” she said with
the pride of someone who worked hard so she
could be entitled to say this sentence. There is
no school in the village of Umm-Tuba, Samia’s
village. The children of the village attend the
Twani school, which is about two kilometers
away on foot. For years now, the children of
Umm Tuba, who want to go to their school, have
encountered a grave deal of harassment from
the settlers of the illegal outpost “Havat Ma’on”
which is located between the two villages. In
order to escape the harassment and attacks,
the children had to take a very long detour,
almost 7 km, to reach their school safely.
Those who overcame the barrier of fear of the

(1) A-TWANI village is located outside the firing zone, but the school which the children attend is within it.
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harassment and the long and exhausting road
were very few. “They were prevented from
taking this road. They had to make a very
long detour to get to the school on donkeys
and it took them about two hours each way.
We would put them on the donkey’s back and
send them to school. There were no phones
then. We could not make sure they arrived
safely. Their father would finish his work and
then follow them to school to make sure they
arrived safely. I would sit on a hill and wait
for them to come back out of fear,” Samia said.

Khirbet al Fakheit, South Hebron Hills, West Bank/ Ryan Rodrick Beiler/ Active

In 2004, after a long series of harassment and
attacks by the settlers, the special committee
for the status of the child in the Israeli Knesset
concluded that the army would escort the
children from their village to the school in the
morning and back in the afternoon. And this
is the practice even today: a handful of small
children walk, while a military jeep drives
behind them. Sometimes the students wait a
long time until the soldiers come to escort them,
and sometimes they do not show up at all. Asil,
Samia’s daughter, now studying management
and communication at the university, recalled
those days “The school period was beautiful

>

but difficult. I remember the days when the
soldiers would arrive in their jeeps and we
would walk ahead of them, it was about an
hour and a half walk. We would get to school
Exhausted and tired. Many times, the soldiers
would be late in the morning and then we
would also arrive late and miss classes, and
the same on the way back from school. There
were days when the army did not come to
pick us up at all and we would miss school. I
remember once, someone who studied in my
class arrived with all clothes wet from the
rain. She arrived but immediately returned

7 Oct 2012

home again because she was shivering and
cold.” In her words, Asil was sorry for all the
boys and girls who could not make it through
the difficult path: “Many students dropped
out of school because of these difficulties.
In my grade only 8 of us finished school
even though the original number was 25
students when we started, but some of them
could not endure the attacks and delays.”

Since the High Court’s decision and following
the announcement of live ammunition training
in the firing zone in Masafer Yatta, military
roadblocks have been deployed throughout

(1) Amira Hass, for 14 years children in the West bank are in need for army escort in defense from settler attacks. HAARETZ,

21.09.2018
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the area, delaying the residents for hours,
including school students and teachers. In
most cases, the military forces also confiscate
the vehicles, and conduct searches in their
bags. In the early days of the 2022 school
year, a military checkpoint was positioned near
the village of Fakhit, where there is a central
school that is used by the residents of the
villages in the firing zone. At the checkpoint,
40 school students were detained. The soldiers
ordered the students and teachers to sit on the
ground in the middle of the desert, and they
were kept in the sun for over an hour. Later,
they were allowed to walk to school after the
bus was confiscated.? Hanan, a student at
the school in Fakhit, was not interested in
sharing too much and was content to count
how many students stopped coming to school
due to the roadblocks and delays on the way
“Now we are three girls in the class. Some
of them stopped coming to school. Because
of the barriers, people started arriving in
secluded and dangerous detour.” When asked
how she felt about this, she answered: “It’s
a great injustice. That way I cannot see my
friends either. The school is the only place
where we could meet because they live far

>

away.” On 23 November, 2022, and while
we were still in the process of preparing this
paper, the primary school in Khirbet Asafi,
one of the communities threatened with
expulsion, was demolished. The bulldozers
emerged accompanied by army and security
forces, and later destroyed the building in
front of the crying eyes of the students,
some of whom will not return to school.

The school experience, which is supposed to
be an empowering and enriching experience
and an arena for social involvement, became
a repeated and continuous trauma every
morning, and at the end of every school day.
If the situation continues like this, and if the
deportationis carried out, one of the devastating
consequences will be on the future of girls,
who will usually be forced to stop their studies
and cut short the long journey they have made
in the last decade. In her research, Shalhoub
Kevorkian notes that following displacement
from home, young women gave up university
studies to help the family cope with the
financial burden. Other women rushed to marry
to ease the financial burden on their families.®

I c. Theright to health - no access to medical services of hygiene and sanitary facilities

One of the broad consequences of the lack
of infrastructure and master plans is the
direct violation of the right of the residents in
general and of women in particular to health
and adequate access to hygiene and sanitation

facilities. In any area of Masafer Yatta there
are almost no permanent clinics that serve the
residents.®” A permanent clinic was established
in the village of Twani, and it is also not staffed
with adequate equipment and does not operate

(1) Hagar Shizaf, The unbearable life in Masafer Yatta residence in the shadow of Army Training. HAARETZ, 21.09.22
2 Bassel Al-Adra, The army preventing the school year opening in Masafer Yatta, Siha Mekomit, 31.08.22, .https://
www.mekomit.co.il/%D7%94%D7%A6%D7%91%D7%90-%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%A9-%D7%90%D7%AA-

%D7%A4%D7%AA%D7%99%D7%97%D7%AA-%D7%A9%D7%A0%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9E%D-

7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%91%D7%9E%D7%A1%D7%90%D7%A4%D7%A8/, also see

B’Tselem’s video: :https://ms-my.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%9D-

%D7%9B%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%94-%D7%90-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7

%A7%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%94-%D7%A9%D7%94%D7%99%D7%95-

%D7%91%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%9D-%D7%9C%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%A8-

%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%91%D7%95-%D7%94%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%A8-

%D7%91%D7%99%D7%93%D7%99-%D7%97%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%91

%D7%95/423488356431635/

3) Shalhoub-Kevorkian, Nadera, Palestinian Women and the Politics of Invisibility: Towards a Feminist Methodology, 2010, p.

9

4) B’Tselem , Acting as a landlord, Israel’s policy in Area c of the West Bank, pg. 21( June 2013)
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https://ms-my.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%9D-%D7%9B%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%94-%D7%90-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%94-%D7%A9%D7%94%D7%99%D7%95-%D7%91%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%9D-%D7%9C%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%A8-%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%91%D7%95-%D7%94%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%A8-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%93%D7%99-%D7%97%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%95/423488356431635/
https://ms-my.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%9D-%D7%9B%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%94-%D7%90-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%94-%D7%A9%D7%94%D7%99%D7%95-%D7%91%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%9D-%D7%9C%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%A8-%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%91%D7%95-%D7%94%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%A8-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%93%D7%99-%D7%97%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%95/423488356431635/
https://ms-my.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%9D-%D7%9B%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%94-%D7%90-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%94-%D7%A9%D7%94%D7%99%D7%95-%D7%91%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%9D-%D7%9C%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%A8-%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%91%D7%95-%D7%94%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%A8-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%93%D7%99-%D7%97%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%95/423488356431635/
https://ms-my.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%9D-%D7%9B%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%94-%D7%90-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%94-%D7%A9%D7%94%D7%99%D7%95-%D7%91%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%9D-%D7%9C%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%A8-%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%91%D7%95-%D7%94%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%A8-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%93%D7%99-%D7%97%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%95/423488356431635/
https://ms-my.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%9D-%D7%9B%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%94-%D7%90-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%94-%D7%A9%D7%94%D7%99%D7%95-%D7%91%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%9D-%D7%9C%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%A8-%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%91%D7%95-%D7%94%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%A8-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%93%D7%99-%D7%97%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%95/423488356431635/
https://ms-my.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%9D-%D7%9B%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%94-%D7%90-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%94-%D7%A9%D7%94%D7%99%D7%95-%D7%91%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%9D-%D7%9C%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%A8-%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%91%D7%95-%D7%94%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%A8-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%93%D7%99-%D7%97%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%95/423488356431635/
https://www.mekomit.co.il/%D7%94%D7%A6%D7%91%D7%90-%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%A9-%D7%90%D7%AA-%D7%A4%D7%AA%D7%99%D7%97%D7%AA-%D7%A9%D7%A0%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%91%D7%9E%D7%A1%D7%90%D7%A4%D7%A8/
https://www.mekomit.co.il/%D7%94%D7%A6%D7%91%D7%90-%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%A9-%D7%90%D7%AA-%D7%A4%D7%AA%D7%99%D7%97%D7%AA-%D7%A9%D7%A0%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%91%D7%9E%D7%A1%D7%90%D7%A4%D7%A8/
https://www.mekomit.co.il/%D7%94%D7%A6%D7%91%D7%90-%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%A9-%D7%90%D7%AA-%D7%A4%D7%AA%D7%99%D7%97%D7%AA-%D7%A9%D7%A0%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%91%D7%9E%D7%A1%D7%90%D7%A4%D7%A8/
https://www.mekomit.co.il/%D7%94%D7%A6%D7%91%D7%90-%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%A9-%D7%90%D7%AA-%D7%A4%D7%AA%D7%99%D7%97%D7%AA-%D7%A9%D7%A0%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%91%D7%9E%D7%A1%D7%90%D7%A4%D7%A8/
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regularly. In two villages in the firing zone,
clinics were operated once or twice a week, but
recently they also operate intermittently. “I am
pregnant with my fourth child, in the second
month. I knew I was pregnant because I
stopped getting my periods and because my
face swelled up. I was examined by a doctor
for the first time just a week ago,” said
Asmaa, a very smiling young woman, mother
for two - a boy and a girl. “In past pregnancies,
I would occasionally visit the doctors who
came to our area once a week. I would go
on foot or, on the back of a donkey when
the pregnancy progressed, to the village of
Fakhit, where there was a clinic.”, Asmaa
added, “But now the doctors have stopped
coming and I have to go to the city of Yatta to
be tested. This can only happen very rarely.”

Issues related to pregnancy and childbirth
came up many times when we asked to hear
about the difficulties related to women. Samia,
for example, was thankful to God and said: “I
had no worries. I gave birth to all my children
here in the cave, with no problems, thank
God. But now my sister-in-law is pregnant,
and of course we worry about the upcoming
birth. Every time my sister-in-law has to go to
the doctor, there are high costs for ordering
a taxi, provided they agree to come as close
to the village as to pick us up.” Unlike Samia,
Asmaa is very worried about giving birth
“During my first pregnancy, it took me
hours to get to the hospital. We do not have
a car; the road is long and tiring. I remember
my husband took me on a tractor, and the
rugged dirt roads were dangerous. Because
I was sweating and tired, we stopped at my
parents’ village, where 1 took a shower and
then went to the hospital. In my last birth,
they took me on a tractor straight to the
hospital.” The other women who told about
their births testified that they arrived at the
hospital on a donkey, or in SUVs. “Ambulances

>

cannot enter the villages,” testified Qamar,
who suffers from various diseases and must
come to the city of Yatta for treatment and
to purchase medicine, “every trip to the city
involves heavy burden and many costs.”

The smiling Asmaa suddenly had tears in her
eyes. It turns out that this pregnancy came
after her son, a toddler at the time, died during
the night. “It took me a while to recover from
the death of my son. On the day of his death,
I got up at 2 o’clock in the morning to milk
the goats. It was raining very hard, and at
night, after milking and helping with the
sheep, I cleaned the house and did laundry,
I sat down to nurse my son. He ate and fell
asleep. In the middle of the night, I got up
and noticed that he was not moving. I started
shouting and crying,” she recalled. “It took
us hours to get to the doctor. We waited for
my parents to bring a car close to the village,
and then we drove to the city of Yatta.
When we arrived, it was too late to save
him.” Asmaa told about the loss of her son
while shaking and smiling at the same time.
“How do you deal with it? Did you receive
support or treatment following your loss?” I
wondered. “I have to keep the hope. There’s
nothing I can do. This is our destiny,” Asmaa
said and tried to move on to another topic.

When we arrived at the village,” Asmaa and
her sister-in-law sat down to “rest a little” after
finishing milking. “Will you agree to talk with
me?”, I asked, and she quickly answered, “Not
now, I have to take a shower. We work all the
time with milk, and we just finished cleaning
the barn as well, first I'll take a shower.”
After she showered, we sat in the cave, and she
quickly apologized: “I had to shower before
the men return from the city of Yatta. They
went to buy groceries. We do not have a
proper shower, so I shower in a pot, in the
corner of the cave. That’s why I had to take

(1) The name of the village is not mentioned in order to shield Asma’s privacy (pseudonym), but it is safe to say that the village is

one of those under threat of deportation.
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A Settler Spills Cows Dung In An Open Area
Near The Israeli Settlement Of Yatir, West Bank,

Febuary 23, 2016.

r

Khirbet al Fakheit, Sauth Hebror*Hills, West Bank/ Ryan Rodrick Beiler/ Activestills/ 17 Oct 2012+, .

advantage of the time when the men are not
here,” she reasoned and added “Many times it
happens to me that I need a shower but cannot
shower. I must wait until there is no one at
home so I can shower. When I get my period,
it’s a nightmare. There are no toilets nearby,
and no hygiene products are available, so I
have to improvise solutions to stay clean.”
When we were nearing the end of the interview,
Asmaa, almost my age, said with a kind of
shame as if she was dwelling on marginal issues,
“Maybe it is not the most important thing,
but I suffer a lot of pain when my skin gets
burned by the sun. If I had sunscreen, I could
maybe keep my skin healthy and protect it.”

Showering in a pot is not unique to Asmaa, all

(1) Real name
2 See above in chapter 1.b the story of Haron Abu Aram.

the women we interviewed shower in a pot,
in the kitchen, or in the corner of a room, in
a designated small room. There are also no
accessible toilets, and if there are any - then
they are located outside the living space. “You
cannot go to the bathroom at night. It is
scary to go out at night. So, you wait until the
morning. Even on rainy days it’s very difficult
to get to the bathroom to relieve yourself,”
Qamar said, adding: “I cannot take a shower
whenever I want, it’s only in the dark when
everyone is already asleep or when there’s
no one around at home. I sit in the kitchen
in a pot and take a shower.” Farsa®, whose
house is constantly full of guests who come
to who come to visit her son Harun,® testified
that “we wait until it gets dark and there are

—20 —
\Z



https://www.activestills.org/search/pagenum1/search_value=16307%7Cdate_range_from=%7Cdate_range_to=%7Cphotograpthers_list=%7Clocations_list=%7Ckeywords=/

nHay

English

p .

P
. !vmf?l,f’;v} 4

no more guests, and then we shower using
a pot in the corner of the cave here. If there
are guests, then we shower in the kitchen.”

By virtue of their role in milking and producing
food from the livestock and cleaning the
herds’ enclosures, the women must maintain
increased personal cleanliness and need to
shower several times a day, but this is almost
impossible in view of the water shortage.
As a result, the women suffer from various
infectious diseases, which are also aggravated
due to the lack of access to medicines and
medical care. “Both my daughter and I suffer
from a urinary tract infection. The little girl
(5 years old) suffers a lot from an infection. I
apply ointment to her and leave her to sleep
without clothes,” said one of the women. The
other women also repeated similar things: “The

problem is that even when a doctor comes,
maybe once aweek, notalways afemale doctor
arrives. So, I only go to receive treatment for
inflammation when a female doctor comes to
the village of Jinba. The fact is that I have to
walk two hours to get there or ride a donkey,
all of this worsens the inflammation, and
I can hardly walk,” added another woman.

The significance of the ratification of the
declarationonthefiring zoneand the declaration
on live ammunition training means that anyone
who is not a resident of one of the villages,
including doctors, risks violating the law when
entering a the declared closed area, and is at of
being upheld in the field for a long time by the
army; and confiscating their car. In the same
way, the deployment of military checkpoints
in the area greatly limits the ability of the

—21 —
\Z



https://www.activestills.org/search/pagenum1/search_value=16307%7Cdate_range_from=%7Cdate_range_to=%7Cphotograpthers_list=%7Clocations_list=%7Ckeywords=/

nHay

English

residents to exit the place and get to the city
of Yatta, even if for urgent medical treatment.

I d. Freedom of movement - Women who fear being shot at once they go out

The journey to the villages within the firing
zone is long, exhausting and dangerous.
We got there by jeep, yet the ride was scary.
These villages are cut off from health services,
public buildings, shops and commercial
centers, and are very dependent on the urban
centers and in particular the city of Yatta.
Although the distance between the villages
and Yatta is about 15-20 km, getting there
involves many difficulties due to the unpaved,

South Hebron Hills, WeSt Ban kI Ot Ziwistivestills/ 26.Jan 2013

mountainous, winding and bumpy roads.

For the local communities, which are very
poor, buying a car is a privilege and is out
of reach. A licensed car involves a very high
financial expense due to the high taxes, both to
the Palestinian authorities and to the military
authorities. “It is also not worth putting so
much money on a vehicle that will break
down quickly because there are no paved
roads. A vehicle that costs tens of thousands
or hundreds of thousands will not last,”
said Fatma. As an alternative, “we buy a car

that has been taken off the road, which does
not cost a lot of money, so even if it breaks
down, the losses will not be high. Even those
who can afford a car that has been taken off
the road, cannot always drive it, especially
when there are military checkpoints. Such a
vehicle is immediately confiscated,” she added.

The residents are left with very few options:
“Ride on the back of a donkey or drive

o ey

N

work vehicles like a tractor,” Samia testified.
“When my children had to take the Tawjihi
(matriculation) exams, they had to ride a
donkey for long hours until they got to the
point where they could get on a taxi and get
to the city of Yatta.” Women who want to go to
the doctor, or to buy groceries or clothes, are
required to make an arduous journey of hours
to get to a place that can be reached by car in a
shorttime. “That’s why we stopped going to the
city except only in urgent cases. For example,
I buy clothes once a year. My husband and
the men are the ones who buy the household
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items. That way, the men decide what to
buy and how much to buy,” Qamar testified.

“The road is also lined with military
checkpoints. In certain cases, we were delayed
for hours in the search. As a result of all the
turmoil, we hardly ever leave the borders
of the village. We are imprisoned here. You
may see an open area, but in reality, we are
imprisoned,” stated Qamar, and rightly so. “I
go to my family in the Bekaa only once or
twice a year. Do you understand? My brother
is sick, and I have not had the chance to visit
him yet.” she added angrily. Samah, 30 years
old who got married several years ago, until

>

miss my parents and cannot visit them. There
is one car belonging to the neighbors, which
is only requested in case of an emergency.
Even then, due to the winding road, it is a
drive of at least an hour, and if there is an
army on the way then travel time can reach
two or three hours. The soldiers delay us
both on the way there and on the way back.”

Following the High Court’s decision and the
military training, the women now feel even more
imprisoned. “They are now also confiscating
authorized vehicles,” Samia said. “Now we
are even imprisoned inside the house and
not just inside the community. A week ago,

SoldierssharagstPalestinian shepherds, Um Fagarah, South Hebron Hills, West Bank/. OrensZivigAlStivestills/22 Dec 2012

then lived with her parents in Yatta, said that
one of the hardest things for her is that she has
no way to get around. “I got married four years
ago, until then I lived in the city of Yatta. Here
there is no way to leave the community, I

they started training with live ammunition.
We see the tanks and do not dare to leave the
house for fear that they will shoot at us, or
we will be hit by a stray bullet,” Samah added.

e. The right to work and dignified living - Loosing the ability to provide for the

family

“We get up in the morning, milk the goats,
shake the milk, clean the sheep pens, then
return to work in the household. We clean
the house, do manual laundry of course,

and prepare food,” Samah described her
daily routine in the same way that almost all
the women described it. Women in Masafer
Yatta have an important role in providing for
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the home and family. They are traditionally
responsible for the care and maintenance of the
house, but they also have a crucial part in the
household economy through the production of
food that comes from the flock. Women milk
the goats, shake the milk, and produce milk,
cheese, butter and other dairy products. These
products are sold in the city of Yatta and thus
they contribute to the economy of the house.

The deportation and the move from the village
to the big city may seal the fate of these women
as idle and useless. “What will we do in the
city? Here, we have our herd, the lands and
the only source of livelihood. What will I do in
the city? How will we make a dignified living?
Here we live in open spaces, and we can lend
a hand and help with the household,” said
Samia and added: “It is true that this is hard
work, but nevertheless it makes us feel that
we are contributing, and significant.” The
jobs the women do are hard. This difficulty
is aggravated in view of the huge lack of
infrastructure and above all - the lack of access
to water and electricity, as mentioned above.
In recent years and thanks to humanitarian
aid, women have partial access to electricity
and assistance in buying water, which makes
their work easier and more efficient. Due to the
destruction of infrastructure, especially in the
shadow of the High Court decision, their work
becomes even more arduous and difficult.

“We used to have a central role in pumping
water from our wells. But now, most of the
wells are located in areas that we cannot
enter - either because they are close to
settlements and then we are subject to settler
attacks and harassment, or they are in closed
military areas, and we are not allowed to
enter there either.” Fatma said. This means

I f. An exposed life - lost privacy

It was important for us to reach each of the

>

that the women were excluded from roles that
they traditionally did. Due to harassment from
settlers, or constraints to coordinate arrival
and pumping water in front of the military
forces, the men are the ones responsible for
pumping the water. “But it’s not that we gave
up, we help wherever we can,” Fatma stated.

While some of the women said that only
men go out into the open areas to graze the
herds, others protested their exclusion from
this role and expressed a desire to challenge
the traditional barriers. “We also help with
herding the sheep. I also take my children to
herd the sheep so that they learn to love the
land and our way of life. My husband cannot
do everything alone, so I lend a hand and
help, including with herding the sheep,” Kifah
said, “There is no doubt that the escalation
in recent years in settler violence and now
with the deployment of many military forces
is harming our ability to graze the herd. In
general, due to settler violence and tampering
with the plantings and the restriction of our
movement, the grazing areas have decreased
greatly and now we must pay a lot of
money to buy food for the herd,” she added.

What will they do if they are expelled from
the areas they grew up in and the way of life
they were born into? - This is a question that
bothers these women a lot. They do not want
to sit idle, and they do not want an urban
life that excludes them from the very ability
to help support the household. Working,
as they all agreed, is a way for them to be
independent and empowered. Thus, not only
considerations of livelihood and dignified
existence preoccupy the women, but also
what the meanings of their lives are, and how
they contribute to cultivating these meanings.

women in her own home, to see up close the
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conditions in which they live. With each of
the women we sat inside the cave or the room
where they live together with their family
members, or outside it. The houses are neat
but very modest. One room that serves as a
“living room”, as well as a kitchen, and also as
a bedroom for all family members, men and
women, boys and girls, elderly and babies.

A

be alone a little.” Asil does have more privacy
in the dorms at the university, but when she
returns to her family at the end of each week,
she reintegrates into the routine, where she
shares the space with her older brothers, their
couples, her father, and her other sisters.
Asil’s mother, Samia, refused to give in to the
questions and said, on the other hand: “I do

Sumud Freedom Camp, South Hebron Hills, West"Bank/ Ahmad Al-Bazz/Activestills/ 20 May 2017

The direct meaning is that the daughters of
the family, those who spend all hours of the
day at home, do not have their own private
space. The issue of privacy does not arise “on
its own”, but only after we have asked them
to address the issue explicitly and how much
it hurts them. While it was very easy for them
to point out tangible deprivations, such as the
lack of a home, clinic or school, the women
had difficulty - or tended not to give room
- to emotional or “invisible” deprivations.

To the question, “Are you not upset that you
do not have privacy here?”, Asil answered,
“That is right, there is no privacy here. It
seems to me that I just got used to it. I got
used to being modestly dressed all day
and night, I got used to wearing a head
covering all the time, and I have no way to

not mind staying with a hijab. I still have to
stay with a hijab because you never know
when the settlers or the soldiers are coming.”

The women we met, like the other women in
Masafer Yatta, are religious and traditional
women who maintain a conservative lifestyle
and modest clothing, wear a hijab, and do not
mix with foreign men. The shared space with
the whole family, often not just the members
of the nuclear family, requires them to stay
in full religious clothing, including a hijab.
“I cannot feel free in my house. I must be
always careful. I cannot take off the head
cover, even when I'm cleaning the house
or just sitting down to rest. Only when it
gets dark at night only then can we take
the head cover off. If you want to take off
the head cover you must lock yourself
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in a room and not leave it,” Qamar said.

The women experience the violation of privacy
not only due to family or religious constraints,
but even more so from external factors, and
especially from the presence of soldiers and
settlers in the area. In order to monitor “new”
construction, the military forces and the “Civil
Administration” - and often also settlers on
behalf of right-wing organizations - patrol
the area and among the communities and
use drones that closely document the villages
and their residents. “I feel that the settlers
constantly see us, take pictures of us and
even hear us. They use drones that reach

A

the yard of the house to follow us, where
we graze, have we built a new building, or
just to harass us so that we give up and
leave,” said Samira, this time decisively. She
adds that her greatest fear is that soldiers
will break into the house when she is not
wearing a hijab, as happened when soldiers
came in the middle of the night and arrested
her son. “We were sleeping inside the cave,
and suddenly they came at night, knocked
harshly on the door. They ordered us to
open the door and gave us no chance to even
put on the headdress. They broke into the
cave, conducted a search and took my son.”

I g. Mental health - life with fear

One of the most difficult insights that emerged
from the interviews was that because reality is
so difficult, the women - and we as well - are
primarily concerned with material difficulties:
Is there a roof over their head, is there food,
livelihood?

Only at the end, and not often, that a woman

work, transportation, school,
pauses to ask: How does this affect me? How
am I supposed to process all this and maintain
my mental health? Samia put it well when I
asked, “But how do you deal with all this?”:
“There are no mental therapy response here.

Harun Abu Aram and his mother Farsa/ Shelly Liebowitz Kalaora/ 10 Jan 2023 \ '&

N,
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Doctors hardly come to treat the physically
ill. Unfortunately, I could not pay enough
attention to the children’s mental state. I was
on my own and without resources. To each
one of us there is a clear role in order for
us to survive and stay alive in our home.
This means returning from school to herding
sheep and working in the household and
only in the evening to sit down to study
when only one lamp illuminates their books.”

The issue of mental health was not brought up
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proactively by any of the women. Throughout
the interviews, the women talked about
unbearably difficult experiences, but they did
not linger even for a moment to talk about
their inner feelings. They understand the
feelings with words such as “fear”, “anger”,
“helplessness”, but do not give these feelings
a significant place in the conversation. For
example, Samia, who told about the upheavals
of the deportation and the demolitions, was
particularly troubled and moved when she
remembered the arrest of her children: “The
army came in the middle of the night while
we were sleeping. Suddenly we heard dogs
barking and loud knocks on the door until
a soldier broke the door and carried my
son away. We women were inside the room,
and they almost attacked my daughter who
was pregnant. My children were arrested
several times due to false complaints by
settlers. But it shakes me up every time.”

I summoned up courage and asked Samia: “But
how do you feel, Samia?”, and she answered:
“Fear is a constant feeling. Even today,
despite everything we’ve been through, the
horror of the deportation preoccupies my
sons and daughters’ thoughts. Do you realize
that my children, who are still children, must
help their father rebuild the house and the
shed every time and after every demolition?
I’'s a lot for children!” Samia immediately
added: “Are you asking how I feel? I was also
tired, but I suppressed it. I had to stay strong
and have time to do everything. There was
no time to reflect on my mental health. I was
busy raising them and taking care of them.”

Asil also adopted a position similar to that
of her mother: “We do not have time to
sulk into our fears. We need to think about
how to stay brave and strong.” As Asil

>

and I walked to the side, I again raised the
question about her emotional state. This
time she replied: “Over time I recognize how
much this fear affects me, I developed sleep
problems and a feeling that everything is
temporary. This feeling oppresses me a lot.
But I cannot give up and give in to this fear.”

There is no doubt that the women, as the ones
who bear the task of education and care, are
the ones who mainly bear the burden of the
immediate and long-term consequences of
their trauma and that of their children. Added
to this burden is the sense of helplessness of
the women, the mothers, in the face of their
children’s plight when they are unable to help
or even address the anxieties that develop
and shape their future, not to mention a
professional response that does not exist.!)
The fear of the ruins sounds like it dwarfs
the fear described by Harun’s mother, Farsa:
“I felt an earthquake hit me when I saw him
fall on the ground in front of my eyes. I felt
that I had lost everything. Everything. I held
him and saw that he was closing his eyes
and that his body was not moving. I started
shouting for an ambulance to be brought.
The soldiers Kept shooting in the air, they
went away from us but kept shooting in
the air. Ashraf the neighbor brought the car
so we could take him to the hospital and
then the same soldier shot the wheels of
the car so as to prevent us from driving.”

Since the shooting of Harun, his mother and his
15-year-old sister have to feed him all the time.
This unbearable task lays on the shoulders of
these women: “Even when his father would
come to visit him at the hospital, Harun would
ask me to come back. He would beg me to
be the one at his bedside,” the mother said,
describing how her whole world was put on hold

(1) on the effect of home demolition and uprooting of population on the healthy development of children, and on the patterns of
behaviour in children and on their psychological stability see SAVE THE CHILDREN report of 2021, which indicates that in 15%

of the cases of home demolitions resulted in children who witnessed the home demolitions indulging in violent behaviour. witness
accounts that have been collected by ACRI around the 1999 expulsion in Masafer, reflect horrendous affidavits of children experienc-
ing mental health issues that vary between chronic panic and extreme stress.
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in order for her to take care of her son who is
bedridden 24/7. “Since the shooting of Harun,
my life has all revolved around my son. I do
not do anything that is not related to Harun.
I try to do everything to help him. During
the treatment period in the Israeli hospital, I
was with Harun all the time and even though
my daughters at home needed me and would
call and cry for me to come back, I could not
leave him. I would come home for one night
and go back to the hospital the next day.”

Even his sister, despite her young age, found

>

herself being a “second mother” to her older
brother: “I help my mother clean the pressure
sores, carry my brother, help bathe him and
change his clothes. At first it was difficult and
embarrassing for me, butI had no choice. to do
it and I got used to it. Over time I also started
to suffer from back pain.” “Do you manage to
get to school?”, I asked. “Yes, I try,” answered
the teenage sister. The two, the mother and the
sister, testified that they were not given any
real possibility to receive proper psychological
support. “We are busy with Harun”,
they concluded in a kind of complacency.

J )

‘ 4 h
Sumud Freedom Camp, South Hebron Hills, West Bank/ Ahmad Al-Bazz/ Activestﬂi_

I h. On the scarcity of dreams - a childhood denied, an ability to dream denied

The interviews were conducted on the days
of the Muslim holiday of Al-Adha. A group of
organizations” held a voluntary celebratory
activity in the village of Sussya, which is
located near the firing zone, and it is also
threatened with demolition on the grounds of
“illegal construction”. Boys and girls from all
over the region came to the village, and they
participated in a day of activities that included
handing out gifts, reading stories, dancing
with a children’s operator, and a workshop

under the title “What is your dream?”.

“What is your dream?” Seems like a simple
question. But instead of the fight being
about the very essence of life, the scarcity of
dreams, and their dearth, were revealed. The
boys and girls who sat in the circle rushed
to share their dreams and aspirations: “That
my sister receives treatment,” answered one,
“That the settlers will leave us in peace,”
said another loudly. “Life without fear”,

(1) Al-Tufula center, Women against violence, Shatil, Intimaa wa Ataa association, llam center
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“May the army leave”, “Go to school”, “to
have my own room”, “May the demolitions
stop”, “May my father return”. The girls and
the children “scattered dreams” everywhere.

Listening to these simple dreams, which are
supposed to comenaturally to everyboy and girl,
was like a kick in the stomach. The reality of life
in Masafer Yatta does not allow boys and girls
the possibility of expanding their imagination.
Even children’s dreams are trapped. When the
workshop moderator insisted everyone dreams
of something “beyond,” and asked: “Beyond
and apart from demolitions and settlers, what
do you dream of?” One of the girls replied:
“To see the sea.” Then this “dream” was
repeated by the rest of the girls and boys,
“seeing the sea and the fish.” The sea and the
fish seemed like a distant dream, so far away.

Outside the half-open-half-closed space where
the workshop was held in the village of Sussya,
stands a colorful playground - very unusual
in the landscape - which was established
with the help of humanitarian aid. On the
garden’s gate, the “Civil Administration”
posted a sign that said: “Demolition Order”®

In our interviews, we tried to ask the older

>

girls, Aseel, Amira and Reem, to ignore reality
“even if just a little bit” and to separate their
personal dreams from the collective dream.
Aseel said, “What could I dream about? I
live with a cloud of fear hanging over my
head, over our heads. Sometimes I am happy
and satisfied with the path I have made for
myself, and that I am learning and advancing,
but as long as the danger of deportation
and dispossession overs over us, I cannot
move forward in achieving my dreams.” “.
Aseel’s words emphasized how difficult it is to
separate from the daily lived reality, to develop
an independent and unique personality, and to
be a subject devoid of context, in such a reality.

Reem,whois afewyearsyounger than Aseel, and
is still trying to make her way to university, had
a dream of becoming a policewoman. “Before
I saw the soldiers assaulting my brother, I
wanted so much to become a policewoman.
But since my brother was injured and became
disabled, everything turned upside down.
Now, I cannot dream for myself. I have a
responsibility, that is why I decided to study
nursing to help take care of my brother.”

I I. The effect of crisis on discrimination and gender-based violence

In a reality where women are still fighting for
their rights in all areas of life, times of crisis
may exacerbate oppression and discrimination
based on gender. This is especially true among
populations that suffer from several cycles
of oppression, as in the case of the women
from Masafer Yatta: ethnic oppression and
gender oppression. In such a case, the ethnic
oppression, the women explain, makes the
men want to regain the power they lost, and
they take out their anger on the weaker link

- the women. “They are powerless in the
face of poverty, in front of the soldiers, in
front of the settlers. Every day their dignity
is trampled outside the home. Only at home
can they practice their power,” said one of
the women® with a kind of forgiveness, a kind
of understanding, and hurries to emphasize
that she does not suffer any physical violence.

We knew very well that this issue is a
sensitive issue on several levels. First, the

(1) Alik Maor, The “Civil Administration” issued a demolition order for a kindergarten in Khirbat Susya, Mega-phone website,

15.12.21, )https://megafon-news.co.il/asys/archives/341960(

2 For purposes of her personal safety no identifying details of her will be described
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Demonstration against house demolition, A-Rakeez, Massafer Yatta, West Bank/ Keren Manor/ Activestills/ 08 Jan 2021

interviews with these women had a clear
context: the deportation and the injustices
of the occupation. Accordingly, any other
issue, certainly issues of gender equality or
gender violence that are still seen as personal
issues and are not talked about, are seen as a
“distraction” from more acute issues in their

eyes. Second, as in any society that suffers
from several circles of oppression, collective
oppression has a higher status in the “order
of priorities”. Issues such as gender equality,
which can be controversial among the ethnic
group, are seen as having a secondary priority
and as hindering the group struggle. Thirdly,
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some of the women we spoke with hold the
view that gender violence or inequality is a
“dysfunction” rather than a root cause in a
reality dominated by patriarchal worldviews.
These women, who were born and raised in
traditional societies, are very dependent on
men economically and socially, so that any
challenge against discriminatory or offensive
treatment puts them in many dangers. Fourth,
and this is how we reminded ourselves - we are
for these women, foreign women. We knew we
could not afford to “pry” to talk about topics
the local women did not want to talk about.

To all of this, in addition to the fact that these
women, most of whom have not acquired an
education and are not integrated into the labor
market outside the home, live in an area that
lacks basic living conditions and is almost cut
off from the outside world. Without the help of
the men, they cannot leave their villages. These
women, even if they needed it, have no response
to primary and basic welfare services. The
“government”, the “state” - the one responsible
for their personal security - are the ones who
oppress them, destroy their homes, deprive
them of their lands, and aim to deport them.

“To whom shall I complain?”. This is what
one woman among the interviewees wondered,
the only one® who shared with us that her
husband sometimes beats her. “It happens
when he is angry, for example with his father.
His father controls him and he is powerless
against him. So, I become the target,” she
said, adding: “Over time I learned to ignore

>

it. This is the only solution I have. I live far
from my parents. I cannot get out of here.
There is no escape. That’s why I learned to
deal with it. You will mock me now,” she
told me, “But I learned to deal with it with a
smile. That way the violence cannot subdue
me.” The phenomenon of violence within
the family is one of the manifestations of
the inferior status of the women in Masafer
Yatta. Both child marriage and polygamy

are widespread and common phenomena.

The connection of silence with regard to
discrimination and gender violence causes
these phenomena to continue to worsen in
emergencies and crisis situations, such as
the one facing the communities in Masafer
Yatta. While other hardships receive some
exposure, hardships suffered by women,
including the status of women in society,
almost disappear from the discourse. This is
true in relation to humanitarian aid, which
is provided by international organizations,
which mainly addresses the general hardships
of the residents of these communities. There
is a difficulty in speaking “on behalf of the
women” and claiming things that are not
claimed by the women themselves, since this
can be perceived as cultural paternalism, and
the Palestinian women do not lack hands that
control their lives. At the same time, there is no
doubt that in order for the women themselves
to be able to discuss all their hardships,
they need to be empowered and strengthen
their status as independent individuals.

(1) For purposes of her personal safety no identifying details of her will be described

&



) 19JesSeW

g PLIPOY UeAY Aued 1SIM SIITH UOIQIH Yinos f}!%iivi‘m 12y

]

When we explélned to the women wl-ry’ we
were 1nterv1ewu1ﬂfhem dthey showed great
willingness  to pal;hCpo*e ;and share their
stories. Hope is runmng out for them over
time, and it is clear that they understand that
without public and international intervention,
they may find themselves without a home
soon. We promised to give a platform to
their voices, and this is what we tried to
do throughout this document, in the hope
that these voices will fall on attentive ears,
and souls who desire justice and equality.

UNSC Resolution #1325 instructs that the
gender context and the point of view of women
in armed conflicts and in crisis areas must be
taken into account; the unique vulnerability
of women in these conflicts which sabotages
their ability to grow and develop, take care of
themselves and their children. As we have seen,
situations of crisis and displacement from
home, blocking women’s access to the most
basic resources, resources that in a reformed
world would belong to all people, and all women.

AN
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Inﬂorde&o pl*otect them, Resolution 1325 states
that en r!ust be integrated equally in the
stitutions and must be involved in
the!’df)dﬂon -making processes. Over the years
Masafer Yatta communities have held on to
their lands and homes. But the commut ?
1nclud1ng the women, are under an occ

infrastructure such as water and

such as

denying access to basic services,
education and medicine; the permit regime
that controls the movement of local residents;

declaration of “state lands”; declaration of

A
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firing zones and closed military areas; taking
over land for the purpose of settlements
building in the occupied territory in violation
of international law; military violence; Settler
violence backed by the army and more. All of
these constitute practices of dispossessing
a population protected
aw - of their land and

~the Palestinians
" /under internatio

the main Palestinian

qture Palestinian
5 Area C from
_ at will allow
&“ territory as
tinians as possible”.
nian residents
all of this.

ed troduction, the legal battle
&\?a ched a - end with court
drﬂq orta _erle turning its

back on international law and the obligations

existing under it. Transformations on the
ground, as we have discussed some of them,
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are sure to come, and every day new facts are

- established on the ground. And the heavy prices

that the women pay disappear in the general
discourse. Turning the spotlight on these
hardships, as well, is the least we could do.l

We have but to embrace the demands of
Palestinian women, and call on you all,
women and men, who are around the
decision-making table, and those who have
access to or influence on the decision-

making centers, to do the same. Speak upr'

The demands of the Palestinian women from
Masafer Yatta are clear and basic: Stop the
violation of our rights. Stop the: _eportationg
ome, our
“health, to

movement, to privacy, to safe living, with

Join our fight to protect ou
children’s rights to education an

dignity, and our right to self-determination.



https://www.activestills.org/search/pagenum1/search_value=9052%7Cdate_range_from=%7Cdate_range_to=%7Cphotograpthers_list=%7Clocations_list=%7Ckeywords=/

	العربية
	أصوات النساء من مسافر يطّا
	تمهيد
	الفصل الأوّل - وقائع السلب والتجريد
	مسافر يطّا

	حياة مجمّدة – دون بنى تحتيّة أساسيّة ولا تنمية ولا تطوير
	الإعلان عن منطقة إطلاق النار

	الإجراءات القانونيّة

	التبعات المترتّبة على قرار الحكم


	الفصل الثاني – العواقب الخاصّة بالنساء، الفتيات والأطفال
	فقدان البيت - "حينما هدموا بيتي شعرت بأنّي سجينة»

	الحقّ في التعليم - تعطيل المسيرة الطويلة الّتي قُطعت

	الحقّ في الصحّة – الخدمات الطبّيّة غير متاحة، وكذلك مرافق النظافة والصرف الصحّي

	حرّيّة التنقّل – «لا نجرؤ على الخروج من البيت خوفًا من إطلاق النار علينا"
	الحقّ في العمل والعيش الكريم – خسارة دورها في إعالة العائلة
	حياة مكشوفة - فقدان الخصوصيّة
	الصحّة النفسيّة – الحياة في ظلّ المخاوف
	ضآلة الأحلام وفقرها - حينما تُصادر الطفولة، والقدرة على الحلم 
	تأثير الأزمات على التمييز العنصري والعنف الجندري

	الفصل الختامي – لتكن صرخة مُدوّية


	עברית
	קולות  הנשים  ממסאפר  יטא
	מילות  פתיחה
	פרק  ראשון – כרוניקה של נישול

	מסאפר  יטא

	חיים  בהקפאה – ללא תשתיות בסיסיות וללא פיתוח

	ההכרזה  על  שטח  האש
	ההליכים  המשפטיים
	התמורות  בעקבות  פסק הדין


	פרק  שני - ההשלכות הייחודיות על נשים, ילדות וילדים
	אובדן  הבית – "כשהרסו לי את הבית הרגשתי כלואה”
	הזכות  לחינוך – לקטוע כברת דרך שנעשתה
	הזכות  לבריאות – אין גישה לשירותי רפואה, מתקני היגיינה ותברואה
	הזכות  לתנועה - "לא מעזות לצאת מהבית מפחד שיירו עלינו”

	הזכות  לעבוד ולקיום בכבוד - לאבד את תפקידן בפרנסת המשפחה
	חיים  חשופים – על אובדן הפרטיות
	בריאות  נפשית - חיים בצל הפחד
	על  דלות החלום – נישול מהילדות, מהיכולת לחלום
	השפעתם  של  משברים על אפלייה ואלימות מגדרית

	 פרק  סיכום – הרימו קול


	English
	Women Voices from Masafer Yatta
	Introduction
	Chapter one: The Chronicles of disposition
	Masafer Yatta
	A withheld life – no infrastructure and no development
	The declaration of a firing zone
	Legal Proceedings
	The Ramifications of the court decision

	Chapter two - the unique consequences for women, girls and children
	The loss of home - “When my house was destroyed, I felt trapped”

	The right to education – a long journey interrupted
	The right to health – no access to medical services of hygiene and sanitary facilities

	Freedom of movement – Women who fear being shot at once they go out
	The right to work and dignified living – Loosing the ability to provide for the family 

	An exposed life – lost privacy
	Mental health – life with fear
	On the scarcity of dreams – a childhood denied, an ability to dream denied
	The effect of crisis on discrimination and gender-based violence


	Summary – Raise your voices




	msafer yatta: 
	מסאפר יטה: 
	مسافر يطّا: 
	web makh: 
	Button 6: 
	Button 9: 
	web tufula: 
	Button 12: 
	insta tufula: 
	logo fikrah: 
	Button 381: 
	Button 382: 
	English 86: 
	home 86: 
	Button 13: 
	Button 14: 
	English: 
	Button 16: 
	Button 17: 
	home: 
	Button 190: 
	Button 191: 
	Button 210: 
	Button 211: 
	English 2: 
	home 2: 
	Button 188: 
	Button 189: 
	Button 212: 
	Button 213: 
	English 3: 
	home 3: 
	Button 186: 
	Button 187: 
	Button 214: 
	Button 215: 
	English 4: 
	home 4: 
	Button 184: 
	Button 185: 
	Button 216: 
	Button 217: 
	English 5: 
	home 5: 
	Button 182: 
	Button 183: 
	Button 218: 
	Button 219: 
	English 6: 
	home 6: 
	Button 180: 
	Button 181: 
	Button 220: 
	Button 221: 
	English 7: 
	home 7: 
	Button 178: 
	Button 179: 
	Button 176: 
	Button 177: 
	Button 222: 
	Button 223: 
	English 8: 
	home 8: 
	Button 174: 
	Button 175: 
	Button 224: 
	Button 225: 
	English 9: 
	home 9: 
	Button 172: 
	Button 173: 
	Button 226: 
	Button 227: 
	English 10: 
	home 10: 
	Button 170: 
	Button 171: 
	Button 228: 
	Button 229: 
	English 11: 
	home 11: 
	Button 168: 
	Button 169: 
	Button 230: 
	Button 231: 
	English 12: 
	home 12: 
	Button 166: 
	Button 167: 
	Button 232: 
	Button 233: 
	English 13: 
	home 13: 
	Button 164: 
	Button 165: 
	Button 234: 
	Button 235: 
	English 14: 
	home 14: 
	Button 162: 
	Button 163: 
	Button 236: 
	Button 237: 
	English 15: 
	home 15: 
	Button 160: 
	Button 161: 
	Button 238: 
	Button 239: 
	English 16: 
	home 16: 
	Button 158: 
	Button 159: 
	Button 240: 
	Button 241: 
	English 17: 
	home 17: 
	Button 156: 
	Button 157: 
	Button 242: 
	Button 243: 
	English 18: 
	home 18: 
	Button 154: 
	Button 155: 
	Button 244: 
	Button 245: 
	English 19: 
	home 19: 
	Button 152: 
	Button 153: 
	Button 246: 
	Button 247: 
	English 20: 
	home 20: 
	Button 150: 
	Button 151: 
	Button 248: 
	Button 249: 
	English 21: 
	home 21: 
	Button 148: 
	Button 149: 
	Button 250: 
	Button 251: 
	English 22: 
	home 22: 
	Button 146: 
	Button 147: 
	Button 252: 
	Button 253: 
	English 23: 
	home 23: 
	Button 192: 
	Button 193: 
	Button 254: 
	Button 255: 
	English 24: 
	home 24: 
	Button 194: 
	Button 195: 
	Button 256: 
	Button 257: 
	English 25: 
	home 25: 
	logo fikrah 2: 
	logo fikrah 3: 
	Button 383: 
	Button 384: 
	English 87: 
	home 87: 
	Button 196: 
	Button 197: 
	Button 258: 
	Button 259: 
	English 26: 
	home 26: 
	Button 198: 
	Button 199: 
	Button 260: 
	Button 261: 
	English 27: 
	home 27: 
	Button 144: 
	Button 145: 
	Button 262: 
	Button 263: 
	English 28: 
	home 28: 
	Button 142: 
	Button 143: 
	Button 264: 
	Button 265: 
	English 29: 
	home 29: 
	Button 140: 
	Button 141: 
	Button 266: 
	Button 267: 
	English 30: 
	home 30: 
	Button 138: 
	Button 139: 
	Button 268: 
	Button 269: 
	English 31: 
	home 31: 
	Button 136: 
	Button 137: 
	Button 270: 
	Button 271: 
	English 32: 
	home 32: 
	Button 134: 
	Button 135: 
	Button 272: 
	Button 273: 
	English 33: 
	home 33: 
	Button 132: 
	Button 133: 
	Button 274: 
	Button 275: 
	English 34: 
	home 34: 
	Button 130: 
	Button 131: 
	Button 276: 
	Button 277: 
	English 35: 
	home 35: 
	Button 128: 
	Button 129: 
	Button 278: 
	Button 279: 
	English 36: 
	home 36: 
	Button 126: 
	Button 127: 
	Button 280: 
	Button 281: 
	English 37: 
	home 37: 
	Button 124: 
	Button 125: 
	Button 282: 
	Button 283: 
	English 38: 
	home 38: 
	Button 122: 
	Button 123: 
	Button 284: 
	Button 285: 
	English 39: 
	home 39: 
	Button 120: 
	Button 121: 
	Button 286: 
	Button 287: 
	English 40: 
	home 40: 
	Button 118: 
	Button 119: 
	Button 288: 
	Button 289: 
	English 41: 
	home 41: 
	Button 116: 
	Button 117: 
	Button 290: 
	Button 291: 
	English 42: 
	home 42: 
	Button 114: 
	Button 115: 
	Button 292: 
	Button 293: 
	English 43: 
	home 43: 
	Button 112: 
	Button 113: 
	Button 294: 
	Button 295: 
	English 44: 
	home 44: 
	Button 110: 
	Button 111: 
	Button 296: 
	Button 297: 
	English 45: 
	home 45: 
	Button 108: 
	Button 109: 
	Button 298: 
	Button 299: 
	English 46: 
	home 46: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 107: 
	Button 300: 
	Button 301: 
	English 47: 
	home 47: 
	Button 104: 
	Button 105: 
	Button 302: 
	Button 303: 
	English 48: 
	home 48: 
	Button 102: 
	Button 103: 
	Button 304: 
	Button 305: 
	English 49: 
	home 49: 
	Button 100: 
	Button 101: 
	Button 306: 
	Button 307: 
	English 50: 
	home 50: 
	Button 98: 
	Button 99: 
	Button 308: 
	Button 309: 
	English 51: 
	home 51: 
	Button 200: 
	Button 201: 
	Button 310: 
	Button 311: 
	English 52: 
	home 52: 
	Button 202: 
	Button 203: 
	Button 312: 
	Button 313: 
	English 53: 
	home 53: 
	logo fikrah 4: 
	logo fikrah 5: 
	Button 385: 
	Button 386: 
	English 88: 
	home 88: 
	Button 204: 
	Button 205: 
	Button 376: 
	Button 377: 
	English 85: 
	home 85: 
	Button 206: 
	Button 207: 
	Button 374: 
	Button 375: 
	English 84: 
	home 84: 
	Button 96: 
	Button 97: 
	Button 314: 
	Button 315: 
	English 54: 
	home 54: 
	Button 94: 
	Button 95: 
	Button 316: 
	Button 317: 
	English 55: 
	home 55: 
	Button 92: 
	Button 93: 
	Button 318: 
	Button 319: 
	English 56: 
	home 56: 
	Button 90: 
	Button 91: 
	Button 320: 
	Button 321: 
	English 57: 
	home 57: 
	Button 88: 
	Button 89: 
	Button 322: 
	Button 323: 
	English 58: 
	home 58: 
	Button 86: 
	Button 87: 
	Button 324: 
	Button 325: 
	English 59: 
	home 59: 
	Button 84: 
	Button 85: 
	Button 326: 
	Button 327: 
	English 60: 
	home 60: 
	Button 82: 
	Button 83: 
	Button 328: 
	Button 329: 
	English 61: 
	home 61: 
	Button 80: 
	Button 81: 
	Button 330: 
	Button 331: 
	English 62: 
	home 62: 
	Button 78: 
	Button 79: 
	Button 332: 
	Button 333: 
	English 63: 
	home 63: 
	Button 76: 
	Button 77: 
	Button 334: 
	Button 335: 
	English 64: 
	home 64: 
	Button 74: 
	Button 75: 
	Button 336: 
	Button 337: 
	English 65: 
	home 65: 
	Button 72: 
	Button 73: 
	Button 338: 
	Button 339: 
	English 66: 
	home 66: 
	Button 70: 
	Button 71: 
	Button 340: 
	Button 341: 
	English 67: 
	home 67: 
	Button 68: 
	Button 69: 
	Button 342: 
	Button 343: 
	English 68: 
	home 68: 
	Button 66: 
	Button 67: 
	Button 344: 
	Button 345: 
	English 69: 
	home 69: 
	Button 64: 
	Button 65: 
	Button 346: 
	Button 347: 
	English 70: 
	home 70: 
	Button 62: 
	Button 63: 
	Button 348: 
	Button 349: 
	English 71: 
	home 71: 
	Button 60: 
	Button 61: 
	Button 350: 
	Button 351: 
	English 72: 
	home 72: 
	Button 58: 
	Button 59: 
	Button 352: 
	Button 353: 
	English 73: 
	home 73: 
	Button 56: 
	Button 57: 
	Button 354: 
	Button 355: 
	English 74: 
	home 74: 
	Button 54: 
	Button 55: 
	Button 356: 
	Button 357: 
	English 75: 
	home 75: 
	Button 52: 
	Button 53: 
	Button 358: 
	Button 359: 
	English 76: 
	home 76: 
	Button 50: 
	Button 51: 
	Button 360: 
	Button 361: 
	English 77: 
	home 77: 
	Button 48: 
	Button 49: 
	Button 362: 
	Button 363: 
	English 78: 
	home 78: 
	Button 46: 
	Button 47: 
	Button 364: 
	Button 365: 
	English 79: 
	home 79: 
	Button 44: 
	Button 45: 
	Button 366: 
	Button 367: 
	English 80: 
	home 80: 
	Button 43: 
	Button 42: 
	Button 368: 
	Button 369: 
	English 81: 
	home 81: 
	Button 208: 
	Button 209: 
	Button 370: 
	Button 371: 
	English 82: 
	home 82: 
	Button 2010: 
	Button 372: 
	Button 373: 
	English 83: 
	home 83: 


